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the Church, as to vindicate thoſe that have complied, from the un- 
charitable Cenſures of thoſe that vility them, as Temporizers ; or 
that they have done ſo to qualify themſelves for an Office, to ſerve 
a Turn, or to ſave themſelves from the Penal Laws. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


He deſign of theſe Sheets, Is, fo ſatisfy the Conſciences of 
| thoſe Diſſenters that. hold Communion with the Glurch of 


England »lawfyl ; beſeeching them ſeriouſly to conſider 

what is here ſaid (in order to the Church's Peace, and i» 
prevent their deſigned ruin) by Learned and Holy Men that are of 
the Separation, commonly called Independents, I have quoted 
none of the Preſbyterian Perſwaſion (only in the buſineſs of kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament) becauſe it would be an endleſs work , they. 
generally (both Ancient and Modern ) having aſſerted the lawfulneſ. 
of (at leaft) Lay-Gommunion with the Church of England. And 

eftdes, 1 perceive their Arguments will not prevail with Inde- 

pendents-who deny a National Ghurch :. I. know there are many. 
that are convinced it is lawful to Hear Sermons, but not the Liturgy 
as an impoſed Form, They may find here, what the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Owen ſays concerning Forms of Prayer, in the latter. 
end of theſe Sheets. And whereas they complain the Church- Prayers are 
empty Forws ; I wiſh they would come and fill them with Spirit and” 
' Zeal, But the greateſt Scruple. that hinders them, is kneeling at the 
Sacrament 5 and that which pinches them moſt, is, that this Geſture- 
is ſaid to be Adoration given to the Elements ;, but they ſhould cor-- 
ſider what the. Church ſays concerning that Geſiure, which me thinks- 
ſhould remove that Scruple, and ſatisfy every reaſonable Man in that: 
particular, which for their ſatisfa@ion [ here quote at large, Viz. 


Whereas it is ordained in this Office, for the Adminiſtration of the” 
 Lord'sSupper, that the Communicants ſhould receive the ſame Kneel-- 
INg 3. 


o 
| - 
| . 
4 
___ 


Lo the Reader. 


ing; ( which Order is-well meant, for a ſignification of our humble 
and grateful acknowledgment of the Benefits of Chriſt therein given 
to all worthy Receivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch prophanation, 
and diſorder in the Holy Communion, as might otherwiſe enſue ) 
Yet, leſt the ſame Kneeling ſhould by any Perſons, either out of igno- 
rance and infirmity, or out of malice and obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued 
and depraved; It is here declared, that thereby no adoration is in- 
tended, or ought to:be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine there bodily received, or unto any Corporal Preſence of Chriſt's 
natural Fleſh and Blood. For the Sacramental Bread and Wine re- 
mains {till in their very natural ſubſtances, and therefore may not be 
adored, ( for that were Idolatry to be abhorred of all. faithful Chri- 
ſtians) and the natural Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in 


Heaven, and not here; it being againſt the truth of Chriſt's natural 
Body, to beat one time in more places than one. 


This Cantion (which wholly denies Tranſubſtantiation ) together 
with that Prayer about the Gunpowder-Treaſon, being now incorpo- 
rated in our Litnrgie, do (as Dr. Goodwin told a Reverend 
Do@or of the Church of England, #ow living ) m:ke it impoſſible 
| there ſhould be any Reconciliation with the Church of Rome. 

The Reverend and Learned Nr. Perkins (an old Puritan ) 
ſays to this effe, That that Adoration uſed in the Sacrament, is 
not terminated in the Elements, but a token of Godly Reverence 
to Chriſt himſelf ſitting in Glory, &c. 

Mr. Cartwright ſays alſo, That a Man muſt not refuſe to re- 
ceive the Sacrament kneeling, when he cannot have it otherwiſe. 

Mr. Fenner ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe. 

And the Learned Mr, Vines ſays, That Geſtures at Receiving, 
are Mcveables, and not of the Free-bold of this Ord nance, 

In ſhort, whether Men are ſatisfied in whole or in part, I wiſh 
they would conſider ſeriouſly what that excellent Man, Mr. Jer. Bur- 
roughs (4 Congreg aional Divine) ſays, in kis Trenicon, pag. 
182, viz. That one great dividing Pra&ice bath been this, That 
| becauſe Men cannot join 1n all things with others, they will 

JOIN 10 nOthINg. boy 
Mr. | 
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Mr. Pn1ilie Ny's Reſolution of 
this Caſe of Conſcience, Viz. 


IWhether we may lawfully hear the Now (*onforming Miniſters, 
who are Re-ordained, and have renounced the (ovenant, 
aud ſome of them ſuppoſed to be ſcandalous in their 
Lives ? | 


Anſwer. 
Or the Reſolution of this Caſe, there is a three-fold Conſide- 
- ration pertinent. | 
Conſideration I. 
About the Duty it ſelf, Hearing the Word. 

There are four ways by which at this Day the Great God conveyeth 
the knowledg of himſelf and his Mind unto ſinful Man. 1. His Works 
of Creation and Proyidence, - Pſalm. 19. 2. 2. The ſuggeſt of Conſci- 
ence, even the remainder of God's Image in us. 3. The Word or 
Law of God written, expounded, or appeyed in ordinary Preaching. 
4. The Church, which is the Ground and Pillar of Truth, the Knowledg 
of God and his Mind 1s more eſpecially there held forth, by the Gifts 
given, and Offices therein appointed by Chriſt. Theſe are diſtinct 
Ways and Methods of God, by which he is pleaſed to make known 
himſelf : and we are obliged, even by the Law of Nature, to attend 
when God doth ſpeak ; it 1s therefore an undoubted moral Duty. to 
attend the ſpeaking of God, in whatſoever way by Providence brought 


- UNO US» 


The Scripture, with the Interpretation and Application thereof, 
commonly termed Propheſyins or Preachiag, is one of the foremen- 
tioned Means by which God makes known himſelf to us ; this is a Na- 
tional Gift according as God in his Providence ſhall diſpoſe, P/al. 147. 
I9, 20. 

dh National or Publick Preachers, may be ſaid to have their Call 
from Chriſt,” he having a hand in ordering the Motions of Rea" 6 
or 


Of The latfauinets of Deating 
for the Good of his Church, Fobrn 5. 17. And particularly in this Pro-- 
vidential ſending of Miniſters, at. yg. 38. and this is the calling and 
ſending mentioned, Rom, 10.15. The Lord in theſe Adminiſtrations, 
by Preachers thus ſent, according to the good Pleaſure of hs Will, finds out 
a People before they ſeek, him. 115 18 a dlſpenſarion of God to Men as 
his Creatures. 


' For Application to the Caſes 

The Word of God interpreted and apply'd by preaching in this 
providential way, 1s a choice Mercy and Gift, wherewith God hath 
bleſſed this Nation for many Years, to the Converſion and Edification 
of many thouſands. "The Governors thereof have ſucceſlively,accord-- 
ing to their Light, made divers good Laws and Statutes for improving 
this Mercy for the beſt advantage of the Nation, as appears in that, 

I.. There are Schools and Univerſities maintained forthe bringing up 
of Perſons in Learning ; alſo there 1s a conſtant ſetled Maintenance 
for encouraging of ſuch as ſhall be ſent out to the ſeveral parts of the _ 
Nation in this great Work. 

2. There is a ſum of DoCtrinal Truths, which in the Enlargement - 
and Application, are ſufficient both for Converſion and Fdification, to 
which the Preachers are to a{lent ; and there is proviſion made by our 
Laws, that ſuch Perſons only who are ſound # the Faith be imployed. 
therein. 

3. The Inhabitants of this Nation, are required to be preſent, and 
to give attendance to Inſtruction, that they may Learn the Fear of the 
Lord. | 

Aﬀſfertion, 

Theſe things being ſo, although ſome of us do enjoy the Inſtruttion - 
of our Paſtors being in a Church-Relation, yet it is a Duty that we 
and our Families frequent alſo ( as we have Liberty and Opportunity ) 
the more Publick, and National Miniſtry; for theſe Reaſons. - 

Reaſon 1. 

Where the Lord hath appointed various Ways and Methods, in 
which he will draw near to us, and manifeſt himſelf, we ought to make 
uſe of all in their place and ſeaſon. This is a ſeveral and diſtin&t way 
or appointment of God, not only in reſpect of God?s Works and our 
Conſcience, but allo in reſpect of the reachings of Church Officers; asap- 
pears In theſe Particulars. | 

1. The one 1s Cults Naturals, from the firſt Commandment, dire- 
Cted by the Light of Nature ;, and the other is Cults Inſtitutts, and a © 


Duty of the ſecond Commandment ; and our direction herein is only 
from Goſpel Light, | 


the Publick Yinifters, proved. | E 


2. In reſpeCt of the Perſons that are the primary Obje& of each' 
Propheſymg., that is, Church-Preaching, ſerveth not for them that believe 
not, but for them which believe. It is principally for building : for a 
Church-State ſuppoſeth them Believers, though ſuch preaching hath 
occaſionally its efficacy in converting the Weak,ard more directly inre- 
lation to the Children of Members. This National or Providential 
Preaching, 1s principally for Converſion, and hath for its primary and 
main Obje&, Perſons in their natural Condition ; ſuch a Preacher was 
Noah, 2 Pet.2.5. 1 Pet.4.6. Mat.16.3, Preaching is before Believing, 
and Believing before any Church-Ordinance : There were Preachers in 
-all Nations, and in every City, before there were Churches in every 
City. 

y The one is from Gifts only as neceſſarily requiſite, but Church- 
Tiſtruition ſuppoſeth the Perſon to be not only of ſome eminency in 
Gifts, but Grace alſo, and ſet apart to Office according to Chrills ap- 
pointment. 

And now having ſeen the difference of theſe two Methods, the Con- 
ſequence will follow ; they ought to be attended with due reverence 
each of them. 

Reaſon 2. | 

As we are Members of Churches, ſo we are Subjects and Members. of 
this Common-Wealth, and are obliged thereby to obſerve the lawful 
Command of our Governors, and to be Examples therein to others. 
As Members alſo of this C:vil Body, we ought to join with it in a 
thankful acknowledging this happy Providence of God, by which we, 
and our Children after us,may be inſtrutted ; which may be a means to 
have it-continued, and a neglect thereof would give juſt cauſe to fear 
the contrary. 
Reaſon 3. 

If Church-Members, or any one Godly Man hath a Warrant to forbear 
hearing ſuch Miniſters upon this account of unlawiulneſs ; then all 
Godly Men ought at all times ſo todo; and if ſo, the Examples of 
the Godly to the generality being very leading in the Matters of God, 
this Ordinance thereby will be little frequented, and of leſs etlicacy to 
thoſe that do come to it. And by aſlerting it unlawful to hear ſuch 
Miniſters, we imply, it were better for the Nation there were no 
preaching but in particular Churches : and if ſo, what can we expect 
will become of many thouſands in an ordinary way of Salvation, that 
have no benefit at all by our Church-Inſtructions ? We are to walk wiſe- 
1y, yea, mercifully towards them that are without. 


B-2 Objetl ions 
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Objetions Anſwered. 


Object.. 1. 
Where there 1s no true Church, hive can be no true Miniſtry : the Church 
of England #7 no true Church, Ergo, ©c. 
Anſwer. | 

There may be a Lawful and True Miniſtry, or Adminiſtration of the 
ſaving Truths of God, though the Nation, or any parcels of it as yet 
be in no Church-State., We lay, each particular Church materially con- 
ſidered, is part of the Church Catholick, The Matter muſt needs have 
being before the Form can be introduced. No Man becomes a Member 
of the Catholick; Church. but by his effeCtual Calling, and that is by 
preaching the Word. I conclude therefore each particular Church to 
have its production from ſuch an Adminiſtration, and not this Miniſtry 
to haye its original or ſtate from the Church. 

| Object. -2.. 
The National Miniſtry is Antichriſtian, derived from Rome. 
Anſwer. 

If Antichriſtian : 11s either ſo from their Standzng, as deriving their - 
Ordination thence, . ( of. which in the third Conſideration ) or from their 
Deftrine. If any ſuch Doctrine be preached, it's the miſcarriage of 
particular Perſons, and contrary to the National Proviſion. - The Ar- 
ticles of Religion, to which the Miniſters are to conform their InſtruQi- 
ons,are Orthodox,& framed for ne caſting.and keeping out of Popery. 

| Object. 3.. 

It offends our weak. Brethren ;, it 1s a complying with the Corruption of the 

| Times, it's an approbation and enconragement to Conformity. 
Anſwer. 

Theſe,. and other Objeltions of the like nature, have. their weight 
and place in practice when the matter is different, and may be done 
or left undone without. Sin, and not in relation to any moral Duty. 
Though I know. gathering of Churches in a Congregational way, preach- 
ing without, Ordination,, Baptizing of Infants, and the like, as well as 
hearing a Conforming-Miniſter, are a. great offence to ſome that are 
truly Godly :. yet may I not. ſay, If ſuch a Fellowſhip, if ſuch Bapti- 
zing, and the reſt, offend my Brother, I will do no ſuch thing while the World 
ftandeth, left 1 ſhould offend. It.were fin ſo to reſolve : becauſe theſe are 
moral Duties, and not left to my liberty, as Meats and the reſt, 1 Cor. 


$. 13. and Aﬀs 8, wherein the nature of indifferent things is laid. 
down... | 


Conſideration. 


the Publick Minifters, proved, —  &o 
Conſideration 1I. 

About refraining a Moral Duty for the Evil mixed with it, or inthe 
Perſons performing It. | 

1. As we are not to do Evil that Good may come of it, no more ought 
weto leave what 1s morally Good undone, for the Evil that is ſome-way 
mixed with it. Zeal for Good 1s to be preferred to that which is a- 
gainſt Evil. The greateſt Good 1s better than the.greateſt Evil is back 
What-ever good thing: we do, tends towards our Union with the 
chiefeſt Good, the refraining of Evil not ſo immediately, 

2. Betwixt things mdifferent,, and what is morally good, you have 
this difference. If there be any mixture of evil with the.one, it be- 
comes wholly evil, there 1s nothing of good in it to give ſtop or pre- 
ponderate ; but what is morally good will remain ſo ſtill, though mixed 
with evil. We may allay the worth of it, as baſer Metals mixed with 
Gold, but yet it is Gold ſtill, and may be perfectly ſevered. 

3. When I would do good, faith the Apoſtle, evil.is preſent with me. 
I cannot hear, or read, or pray, and the reſt, but with a mixture of | 
Sin, yet upon this account I may not ceaſe from, or neglect a known 
Duty, not though materially conlidered the evil accompanying being : 
greater than the good ; As in meditation, when blaſphemous thoughts + 
ariſe, &c. To omita known Duty 1s a ſin of wilfulneſs, the evil from 
me in it is but infirmity only. The leaſt w:lfzl Sin is greater and more - 
provoking than the greateſt Sin of Irfirmty. 

| For Application to the Caſe, 
1:Governors otherwiſe pious and zealous,yet not ſo knowing in mat-- 
ters of Church-Orders, may poſlibly in the diſcharging of their Duty, . 
and doing this good Work, occaſion a mixture of evil with it ; Being 
perſwaded that Preachers and Preaching, will be.accepted with more re- 
verence, and become more eifectual, if by Perſons o7darned as well as - 
examinedand tried, for their fitneſs ; and if accompanied: alſo with /er - 
and ſolemn Forms of Prayer, and other Vniformitzes, they therefore by 
their Laws eſtabliſh and.enjoyn theſe things. The Perſons alfo appoin- 
ted to this Work ( though not approving all that is impoſed ) through - 
infirmity yield and ſubmit, rather. than let ſo good a Work fall. 

2. The things therefore objected as Evils, by which ſome.are deter- 
red from hearing, are the Irfirmities. of others mixed with the Duty , .. 
I ſay Infirmitzes, for ſo in charity we ought to judg... Now if I may 
not omit a Duty in reſpeCt to the Evil mixed with it, which 1s my own, . 
much leſs may 1 thus leave an Ordinance for the Evil that 1s another - 
Man's, no way mine, or to be charged upon me. This were to make - 
another. Maw's Sins or Infirmities more mine than my own. }- 


Object ions. 
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Objeittions Anſwered, 
Objett. r. 
We cannot juds ſuch Impoſition, and ſubmitting to theſe Infirmities, eſpe- 
cially after ſo much Licht and Reformation. 
 Anſw. 1. 

If the known Integrity and Pzery of ſome of them who have Confor- 
med, is ſuch, that there is ground to hope what they have done herein 
is through want of Light, Miſapprehenſion, or the like Irfirmity , we 
.may then conclude that the groſneſs, wilfulneſs, or whatſoever may - 
- make thoſe Actions more than an rfirmity in any other Conformiſt, muſt 
ariſe only from the internal frame or badneſs of the Mind and Inten- 
| tions, for externally they are the ſame. If ſo, then it is nothing at all 

tous; to them it is, Prov. 21. 27. for in reſpect of the lawfulneſs of 
our joyning with the adminiſtration, or unlawfulneſs, whether it be 
_ done with a better or worſe mind, 1s not obſervable by us ; outward 
and viſible Sins only pollute others that be in relation. If Envy,Pride, 
Hypocriſy, or the like Evils of the Mind did ſo, we ſhould be conſtant- 
ly guilty of other Men's Sins, and without Remedy. 

anſw. 2. 

What-ever Sins are in the Perſon as to himſelf, they are to me but 
as Sins of Infirmity, thatis, ſuch Evils adhering to the Worſhip as I 
have no power to prevent ; I may and ought to mourn for ſuch mix- 
' tures, as for my own Infirmities, but avoid them I cannot without I 
avoid the Duty. 
Object. 2. 

There is much Error mingled with the few Truths they preach, as Po- 
pery, Arminianiſm, &c. There are alſo inveitive Reflettuons, yea, railings 
_ againſt the People of God, 

Anſw. 1. 

What is morally Good, will bear the mixture of a great deal of Evil, 
and yet retain its Goodneſs {till : the Goodneſs being from God, who 
is a greater Good, than Satan or Sin, 1s an Evil. 

Anſw. 2. 

We cannot expect from Men of ordinary Gifts, that Truth be 
preached without the mixture of Errors more or leſs : We know but in 
part, therefore are to prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good, 
Heb. 5. 14. A Saint, as other Creatures, though weak and newly 
born, hatha taſte of what 1s Food ſuitable, and what ſincere. 

Anſw. 3. - 

As for thoſe intemperate Expreſſions and Refletions on the People of 

;Go1, 1 confeſs it 1s ſad ; but were there not ſuch againſt Part and his 


Party ? 
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the JPublick Miniſters, p2oved. p- 
Party ? Phil. 1. 15. yet notwithſtanding they are to be heard; even by 
the ſame Perſons they enveighed _— for the Truth's ſake. 
| Object. 3. 

The Lives of moſt of our Conformits are vile and abominaele, full of 
Pride, Covetonſneſs, Luxury, Drunkenneſs : How can we expett a Bleſſing 
#n their Labours, though they preach Tritth and good Things ? 

; | Anſw. 1, | . 

The mixtures 1n Sermons are neareſt ; the Irregularities of their Cal-. - 
ling the next ; the Sins of their Converſations fartheſt from their Do- - 
Grine, and therefore have leſs efficacy at ſuch a diſtance to preju- 
dice It, 

Anſw, 2. | 

It's God's Word, and not their own, they preach. Truth is bleſ- 
ſed from the Lord for its own ſake, and his whoſe it 1s. When Chriſt 
blefled his Diſctple3 with the promiſe of his preſence, Mat.28.20. Lo 7 - 
am with you always, even to the end of the World ; it 1s to bs applyed ra- - 
ther to their Dottrine than Perſons : for they were ſometimes left to hu- 
mane Inlirmities in their lives, and they lived not to the end of the World, 
If it be not Truth, though an Angel from Heaven bring it, no Bleſſing 
will come with it ; but if it be Chriſt that is preached, whoever is the 
Inſtrument, there 15 matter of hope and rejoicing, Ph. 1, 15, &c. 
Some preached Chriſt who were not ſincere, though at the ſame time 
others who were blameleſs preached the ſame Truths. What then ? * 
ſaith Paul, verſ. 18. Notwithſtanding, every way Chriſt is preached, and 
therein do I rejoice, and will rejoice, Thoſe Peter mentions, they fed 
the Flock, the Flock then heard them, and were inſtructed by them : 
yet we are told thoſe Miniſters were Covetozs, Ambitious, 'took up their 
Miniſtry for fi/thy Lucres-ſake, and were Lords over Gods Heritage. 
More cannot be objected againſt our A4ziſters that Conform, than might 
againſt the Scribes and Phariſees in Chris time ; either in reſpe&t of _ 
their Do?trine, which was loaden with Traditions ; their Standing,which - 
was not according to Law ; their ves, which were vicious : yet Chriſt 
not only permits, but requires us to attend the Truths they deliver. 

Conſideration I1T. 
About partaking with another Man's ſins. - 

This ariſeth from ſome ſpecial relation, as a moral touch + which is 
either in reſpect to the Perſon tranſgrefling, or the Sin it ſelf. 

1. Our Relation to Perſons may either be, 1. Tranſtent, or Occaſio-- - 
nal. For a Man becomes gullty with him that ſinneth, by applarding, 
approving, Or encouraging him 1n his Sin, Fohr 2. 10, 11. Row, 1. 52. and” 
in ſome caſes by ſ#exce, being prefent when ſome groſs Sin is openly 

| committed. . - 


| 
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commited. Or, 2.. our Relation may be ſet and ſtated, either Cimil, as 
between Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants, &c. This will 
not be much to our purpoſe : or Sacred, viz. that ſetled Relation that 
ariſeth from Goſpel-Communion, as in particular Churches between Offi- 
cers and Members, and one Member with another. By virtue of this 
Relation, Sins are tranſmitted from one to another with the greateſt 
celerity and efficacy.z A little Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump. 

The Evil of another, and that Duty we join.in, may ſo relate, as 1 
may partake of his Evil, though I att nothing with him but what is a 
Duty on my part. Receiving of Rents and Tenantſhip are ſo nearly 
related, that if the Perſon with whom I partake thus, have forfeited 
his Tenantſhip, and of right is no Tenant, yet by my accepting of 
Rent from him, I make him one notwithſtanding his forfeiture. To 
exerciſe a Judicial Act, relates ſo much to the Perſon legally conſtitu- 
ted a Judg, that if I ſubmit my Cauſe to him that is not ſo, and” ſuf- 
fer, I ſin againſt my own Liberty. In each of theſe what I do is good, 
but partakes ſomewhat with the evil of another. In our Sprritual Aﬀ- 
fairs, that is a full inſtance, 1 Cor. 10. 18. They that eat of the Sacrifice, 
partake of the Altar ;, that is, from the Relation and Connexion betwixt 
\ the Altar and the Gift. Mat. 23. 19. The Altar ſanftifieth the Gift. It 

is either not a Sacrifice, or not a Lawful Sacrifice, but by reaſon of 
the Altar. 
IN For Application to the Caſe. 
1. My being preſent, and hearing of a Conformiſt, is no Approbation 
of the evil of his Conformity, and ſo no occaſional or tranſient Relation is 
raiſed thereby. Approbation is an act of the Mind or Heart ; It is not 


ſhewed to him or others by me, until it be expreſſed ourwardly by my : 


Words or Geſtures which I have not 1a this caſe any occaſion to do z 


his Evil being done elſewhere, and formerly, and not in our preſence 


that now hear him. 
2, Noris there any ſet or ſtanding Relation between him and me, 


though he preach and I hear him conlitantly : This creates no Church- | 
fellowſh;p or Communion. To inſtruct and learn, 1s an humane or natu- : 


ral converſe, and difiers not from teaching or learning any other Fa- 
culry, thoush the ſubject Matter I hear be Divine. It's true, by the 


addition of a ſpecial Inſtitution, it becomes a Church-Ordinance : fo + 
giving of Alms, viſiting of the Sick, ard the like, which are Actions of 


common Humarity, when brought under a ſpeczal Inſtitytion,do thereby 
become as much Church-Ordinances as Preaching, 2 Cor. 6. 14. What 
fellowſhin hath Licht with Darkgeſs ? or a Believer with an Tafidel? that 
a, In reſpett. ro Church-Communion and Fellowſhip, there 1s none: yet a 

| | | Believer 
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Believer and' an Infidel may Preach and Hear, may Teach and be 
Taught, ,Aﬀs 17. 1 Cor.14. Rom.1.13. | | IDs, 

3. For any ſpecial Tin#ure derived from his Evil to the Duty we per- 
form with him ; it muſt be either from the Sins of his Perſoz, or his Or- 
dination + The former hath been ſpoken to. As for the evil of his Ordina- 
tion, it relates not to his Preaching, by any ſuch near aliance, as that the 


one may not be done without the other. 1+ 7 the duty of all Chriſtians 


(faith Ames ) ro do their utmoſt to advance the Kingdom of God, and there- 
fore to teach athers the Knowledg of God, Why may not a Man Preach 


and InſtruCt others, if he be able, by word of Mouth, as well as by Wr:i- 
ting and Printing Theological Diſcourſes ? This latter was never queſti- 
oned by any ſober Man. : 
OBFECTIONS ANSWERED. 
Object. 1. 

My preſence at ſuch Mens Preaching, if I be ſilent and give no teſtimony 

againſt them, wall be an anus ns” their-way. | 
nſw. 1. 

If I had no other juſt and apparent reaſon for my being preſent, it 
might be ſo ny Hg ; but my preſence relates, and ought ſo-to be 
judged, unto the Word Preacheda, If 1 be preſent in ſome conlecreated 
place, adorned with Images, to hear a Sermon, my preſence ought not 
to be interpreted a Conntenancing thoſe Superſtitions, but the Preaching of 
Gods Word. When the Preaching of Chriſt, and a malitions Spirit, was in 
one Man,Pauls rejoycing at the —_ no Countenancing of the other. 

Anſw. 2. | 

We do not ſo eaſily derive guilt or pollution by being preſent, or in 
the Company. of Sinners, though we do not teſtify againſt them, when 
they are not in Spiritual Communion with us. A little Leaven leaveneth 
the whole Lump, but no more. The Contagion goeth no further. than 
the Relation, The Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 5. 9. layeth down clearly this diffe- 
rence from that Verſe to the end: He ſpeaks of Fadging, that is, cen- 
ſuring of others,that we may prevent partaking with them in. their Guilt. 
By Judging we are to underſtand not only the Cerſure it ſelf, but the 
telling our Brother, the reproving, conviacing, and other private Duties 
in relation thereunto, and ave:a:mg their Company afterwards : and it 
is applied with diſtinCtion of Perſons in reſpect of thetr relation to us. 
There are Fornicators of this World, ver. 10. and ſuch are without, wver.T2. 
Now there is not that Obligation lying upon us to reprove their Sins, as 
if a Brother be a Fornicator, ver.11. In ſome caſes we may be ſilent, and 
leave the former to the Judgment of God, ver. 13. But in no caſe ifhe be 
a Brother. | 


C Anſw. 3. 
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To Reprove or give Teſtimony againſt an evil, is a tender Duty, and 
we may <ealily miſcarry, if the rules thereof be not ſtriftly obſerved. 
x. Eſpecially, if publick, in the Face of a Congregation come together 
peaceably to worihip God. 2. And the Perſon an Elder, at leaſt fo re- 
puted generally by the Congregation. 3. The Sin alſo muſt be a groſs 
Sin, and apparant ſo to the Aſſembly. But if 1t be doubtful, as in our 
Caſe, wherher it be a Sin, orſuch a Sin ; whether committed upon the 
place, or formerly, we know not where, nor how long ſince - if poſſibly 
he hath repented of it, or 1s able to clear himſelf at leaſt from the: 
groſneſs of it : I ſay, in ſuch a caſe, were he a Brother, and in this Re- 
lation, I have no Call to reprove, or give a publick teſtimony, in ſuch 
time or place eſpecially. 

Anſw. 4. 

This Objection renders not my coming to hear, an Evil, but my not 
reproving. I am the rather bound to come, for I have hereby not only 
an opportunity torecelve, but to do good, if ſuch reproving be a duty. 

.\ | Object. 2. | 

Ordination and Conformity, and Common Prayers, and Ceremonies, are 
connexed with Preaching, as one intire Service ;, by partaking thereof of the 
the one, we contratt the pollution of the other, 

Anſw, 1. 


What God himſelf in a z:ora! way joyneth together, no Man may ſe 


parate, only God himſelf : But what God in Nature hath joyned toge- 
ther, he gives us leave to ſeparate, as Chaff fram Wheat, &c. And ſo 
likewife for what Man joyneth together, eſpecially in the Service of 
God, and ſuch matters thereof as God hath not required; A ſer Litur- 
gy, Or ſtinted Form of Prayerfor matter and Words to be uſed (much 
leſs to beinſeparably joyned with Preaching). is not required by the 
Lord, nor indeed is there any ſach - ra dependance by our Laws. 
aſw. 2. = 
Ortination is not ſo neceſſarily connexed with Preaching, either by 
God or Man : Scripture-light mentions Preaching and Hearing as Dy-" 
ties, Rom, 10. whereas yet there could be no Ordination z nor are they 
ſo inſeparably joyned by our Laws : But if they were, it is ſufficient 
tomy Conſcience that God hath not ſo joyned them. Our aCtings, and 
the reaſons or grounds of them, are not to be interpreted in Church- 
Matters by Humane Laws ; If they were, it would be difficult to inha- 
bit in fome Common-wealths with a good Confcience. Our livin 2 with- 
in the Precinfs of ſuch a Pariſh, our Laws interpret a beingaf the 
ſame particular Church with them for all Church-Ordinances : but this 


being 


# 
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being Mans Law only, we judge our ſelves not ſo neceſſarily involved 
by our habitation. A Church according to Scripture 'is a Spiretual Body : 
The Limits are part of the eſſence and conſtitntion of ſuch a-Body; and 
therefore ought to be Spiritual and of the fame nature, and not meerly 
humane, as is the diviſion of Pariſhes. © | 

: Anſw. 3. 

To ſpeak more properly, we cannot ſay nearneſs by an external 
diſpoſition of things connexeth them any more, than Unity makes kin- 
dred, or of one Blood. No, it muſt be where thereis ſuch a dependency 
of things, that the being, at leaitwiſe the orderly being, of the one is not 
without the other. In this Senſe Baprizing, break;ng of Bread, and other 
Orainances that relate to, and necellarily depend on an Office, and con- 
nexed with it, and ſoour being called thereunto, and inveſted there- 
in; and if the perſon with whom I partake, be either not in ſuch an 
Office, or in any apparent diſorderly way, I partake with his Sin : ſo 
near are thee Duties related in their orderly Adminilttration. But Prea- 
ching in a Providential way, as by Perſons gifted, ard out of their Cha- 
rity adminiſtring to- us, or by Proviſion of the Magiſtrate, is altogether 
'of another nature. And though Orainarion and Preaching be joyned to- 
gether in the vulgar efteem ; yet it's not the voice or lanftion of Man 
can bring things. into a nearer pr nh than the Spirit hath ſet them. 

Object. 3. W 

Why may we not as well go to Common-Prayer ? 

Anſw. _ | 

If there. were no other things to be objefted againſt thoſe Prayers, 
but Ordination, Conformity, or other Sins of the Miniſter's, queſtionleſs 
we may : for we queſtion not to joyn with them in Prayer before or 
after Sermon, more than with his Preaching. 

Object. 4. 

Where there is any better Preaching than Ordinary, eſpcially in the City, it 
zs ſo throngea, as by that time Prayers " _ there 1s no hearing. | 

 Anſw. 

It is one thing to abſtain upon ſuch -an account which is prudential 
only, as upon the account of bodily infirmity : another thing to abſtain. 
upon the opinion of unlawfulneſs. Now the thing contended for, is to 
vindicate the Lawfulneſs of hearing ſuch Miniſters, notwithſtanding, 
what hath been objected to the contrary, and to deliver us from an 
Error of very ill conſequence : for this Opinion, that it 1 unlawful to 
hear ſuch Miniſters as have been ſpoken of, is an error of very il! conſe- 

quence, in many reſpects. : rg, 
* 2. Ir puts us upon fach ſingularity, as by which we divide in our 
C2 praclice, 
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practice, not only from our Brethren of the Presbyterian perſwaſion, but 
likewiſe from divers of the ſobereſt Separatiſts. Where a good Confei- 
ence neceſſit2tes,as in many things,to differ from other Godly Brethren 
on each hand, it is a ſad Providence to have theſe differences increaſed 
by an erronios Conſcience. 

2. Except it be the reading of Scriptures, this Ordinance alone, of all 
other publick Ordinances amongſt us, hath by the good hand of God 
been kept and continued by our 1Vational Eſtabliſhment free in it ſelf 
from all diſputable Mixtures and Impoſitions ; and the benefit and fruit 
of this Publick Miniſtry, hath accordingly been viſibly great, as in any 
part of the World. Let us fear therefore leſt we our ſelves now by 
raiſing grownaleſs {cruples, lay this as low, as others by their arwarranta- 
ble additions have done the other Publick Ordinances. 

3- In moſt of the miſperſwaſions of theſe latter times, by which 
Mens Minds have been corrupted, I find in whatſoever otherwiſe they 
differ one from another, yet in this they agree, that its u7lawful to hear 
in Publick; Which 1 am perſwaded tis one conſtant deſign of Satan, in 
the variety of ways in Religion he hath ſet on Foot by Jeſuites amongſt 
us. Let us therefore be the more aware of whatſoever tends that 
way. 

4 Such reafonings againſt Hearing, though they convince not the 
unlawfulneſs of it, yet they kave fuch prejudices in the minds of them 
which are tender, as perplex and render Hearing leſs profitable and 
edifying, even to thoſe that are perſwaded of its Lawfulneſs, To bring 
the lawfulnefs of known Ordinances under diſpute for ſome circum- 
ſtances affixed, hath even been of great advantage to Satan, whether in 
ſuch diſputes he prevails or not : For Men are either beaten wholly off 
from the duty, or perform it with a more remiſs and unſutable Spirit, 
which lieth more direCtly in the way to prevent a bleſſing, than the 
evils of others we ordinarily object. Thoſe dputes about the X4ora- 
lity.of the Sabbath, as they have prevailed with many to a rotal neglets ; 
ſo with more to a remiſs obſervance, though convinced of it asa moral 
Duty. If for ſubſtance the Duty be ſo evident, as not to be liable to a 
diſpute in it ſelf ( as this of Hearing is ) ;, then Satan faſtens Scruples 
about Circumſtances; which prevauing, we have as little benefit from 
the Ordinance or Duty, as If 1t were not. 


The end of Mr, Nye*s Reaſons touching the lawfulneſs of hearing. 
AD- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


—"O ſtop the Mouths of many, eſpecially thoſe Miniſters that continually from 
Preſs and Pulpit do maliciouſly, as well as ignorantly, tell the People that 
the Diſſenters (eſpecially Independents and Anabaptiſts) do att contrary to 
their own Principles, in Communicating ſometimes with the Church of Eng- 
land ; and that they do ſo meerly to qualifie themſelves for au Office, to ſerue 
a Turn ( as they ſpitefully phraſe it ) or to ſave themſelves from the penal Laws, 
I have here inſerted m what follows, the Opinion not only of the Independents, 
but even the Browniſts themſelves, many years ſmce about this matter. 
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A FREATISE of the Lawfulnefs of 
Hearing the Publick Miniſters m 
the Church of England. 


Penned by that Learned and Reverend Divine, 
Mr. Joun RoBINSOKN, late Paſtor to the Engliſh 
Church of God at Leyden : Printed there in the 
Year 1634, and now publiſhed for 

Publick Satisfaction. 


as great, and the adverſe Opinion or Practice as odious as. 

they can ;.thereby to further their deſired victory over them, 

and to harden themſelves, and their ſide againſt them : So on 

the contrary, they, who deſire peace and accord, both interpret things 
11 the beſt part that reaſonably they can, and ſeek how ard where they 
may find any lawful: door of entry into accord and agreement: with 
others. Of which latter number: I profeſs my ſelf (by the Grace of 
God) both a Companion and Guide : ſpecially in regard of my Chriſti- 
an Country-men, to: whom God hath. tied me in ſo many inviolable. 
bonds : accounting it a Croſs, that F am in any particular compelled to 
dulent. from them z, but a benefit, and matter of rejoycing, when L 
Can Js 
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can, 1n any thing with good a Conſcience unite with them, in matter, 


ifnotin manner; or, where 1t maybe, in both. And this Aﬀection, 
the Lord and my Conrſciei.ce are my Witneſles, I have always nourtth- 
ed in my Breaſt,even when I ſeemed furtheſt drawn from them. Ard fo 
all that have taken knowledg of my Courſe can teſ{tite with me, and 
how I have jtiil oppoſed 1n others, and repreijed in mire own ( to my 
power) all fower zeal agalnlt, and peremptory rejectio:+ of fach, as 
whole Graces challenged better uſe and reſpet fre: th Chriitzans. 
And inteſtimony of mire attection this way, . au tor the freeing of 
mine own Conſcience, and in:ormation of o:h<cr viens, 1 have penned 
this iZiſcourſe, tending to prove .the hrer:iy of rhe ord of God preached 
by the Miſrers of the Church of Engl: d, © able ro oper and apply the Do- 
trims | of Faith 61 7 hat C7 ANT ! no fo Ci 704 ZThT7 8 1d FT caſes neceſſar F 
for all, of ail Seis or ſorts of Ciyi/f1a1s, navmng 6; hortunty and occaſion of 
2 doing © though ſequeſtrias themſcluts #79217 ill Cormmumonwith the tiierat = 
chical Order there eſtabliſhed, | | 
Three forts of oppolites I make *ccount to mcet withal. The firſt of 
them, who truly deiirc, and carefully endeaveur to have their whole 
courſe both in Religion., ard otherwite, frawed by the: holy ard right 
Zeal of God's Word, cither for their confirmation in the Truth ; or 
Reformation, wherein, through humane trailty they ſtep aſide. And 
unto them eſpecially I direct this my Diſcourſe : begging at his hands 
who is the Father of Lights, and from whom cometh down every good and 
perfett Gift, for them, as for my {zf, that as he hath given: us to ſet 
our Faces towards Heaven, and to ſeek, h:m with the whole Heart, ſo he 
would not ſuffer ns to wander from his Commandments, to the ri2ht hand or 
t0 the left. | 
A ſecond ſort is of them, whoſe tender and ſcrupulous Conſcience, 
makes them fearful, and jealous of every thing, which hath in it the 
leaſt appearance of evil ; leſt coming too. near 1t, they be _defiledby it, 
one way or other. This their gadly Zeal, and tenderneſs of Heart 1s: to 
be loved of all Men, and cheriſhed by all good means. Only fuch are 
to be intreated, for their own good, to take knowledge of a diſtinCti- 
on moſt uſeful for their direction, in things lawful in their kind, and 
good in their right uſe. Of which {ome are only naturally good in their 
kind, but not jimply commanded of God, as to get, and keep the 


riches and credit of the World; to enjoy outward Peace, or other ' 


bodily Comfort. Others are moraily good in.their kind, and commanc= 
ed of Cod, as to hear the Word of God, obey the Maglttrate, and the 


like. Now inthings of the former ſort, it is very requulit (contidering . 


both their Nature and ours) that we keepa jealous Eye, and ſtrait 


Hand. 
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Hand over our ſelves, and our ways. For them, they are not in their 
kind enjoyed as the other : neither do the Scriptures any where require 
of Men, to be rich, or thelike : as they do to hear Gods Word, obey 
Authority, &c. And for our ſelves we are prone, and in danger to 
over-ſtrain for the getting and enjoying of them, as being naturally 
pleaſing good things. So as if out of a godly jealouſie over our 
Hearts towards them, we keep not our ſelves from going too near the 
ſide,for the getting or keeping of them ; we ſhzll by one ſtorm of Temp- 
tation or other, be blown into the ditch of Sin and Deftrution. But 
now, for the practice and performance of Duties ſimply morzsl, and 
commanded in their kind, as is the hearing of God's Word, ſpecially 
by God”s People,we ought to ſtrain to the uttermoſt, and to go as near 
the wind as may be; fecing nothing but apparent Sin in the way can 
excule the withdrawing from 1t,when occaſion of en joying It 13 offered. 
O that there were not to be found ſome, who being very ſcrupulous of 
coming near to any thing amiſs in outward Ordinances, or to any per- 
ſon failing in them; yet make no ſcruple of complying, and conform- 
ing with the World fo far in the eager purſuit of Worldly Profits, im- 
moderate uſe of worldly Delights, and fuſfilling the Luſts of the World 
and Fleſh dwelling in them, as that there appears ſcarce an hair's- 
breadth of difference between them, and meer Worldlings which know 
not God. Which latter Evils are both worſe in themſelves, as being 
expreſly condemned by the Law of God, and Light of Nature ; and 
more odious In the perſons, as being more perſonal, free, and volun- 
tary than thoſe in the other, to which they are carried by the violent 
Current of the Times. | 

A third fort of Oppoſits I make account to meet with,more nntracta- 
ble than the former, and more vehemently bent againſt the things pro= 
pounded by me, out of prejudice ard paſſion, than the other by ſcruple 
of Conſcience, or ſhew of Reaſon. To them 1 can hardly fay any thing; 
( it not being their manner to reade, or willingly to hear that which 
croſleth their prejudices) yet ſomething I muſt fay touching them, out 


; of the woful experience of mary years taken of them, though not much 
' (1 thank the Lord) aimonett them unto whom 1 haye minitred. 


Some of theſe I have fourd carried with ſo exceſflive adroiration of 
ſome former Guides 1n their courſe, as they think it half Hereſy to call 
110 queſtion any of their Determinations, or Practices. We muſt not. 
think that only the Phariſees of old, or Papilts of later times, are ſu- 
perſtitiouſly addited to the Tradition of the Elders, and Authority of the 
Church, In all Sefts there are divers (eſpecially of the weaker ſort, who. 


being the Iels real 1: their concepitons, are the more perſonal ) that 
: | | 


Y2ther 
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rather chuſe to follow the path of blind Tradition, if beaten by ſome 
{uch fore-goers as they admire, than the right way of God's Word by 
others, to be ſhewed them afterwards. | : 

Some again are as much addicted to themſelves as the former to 0- 
others ; conceiving in etfeft, though they will not profeſs it, the ſame 
of their own heads, which the Papiits do of their Head the Pope, (viz.) 
that they cannot erre, or be deceived : and this ſpecially in ſuch mat- 
ters as for which they have ſuitered troubles and affiifctions formerly ; 
and fo having bought them dear, they. value them highly. But it is too 
Merchant-like to ſtrive to over-ſell a thing, which we have formerly 
over-bought : We muſt buy the Truth, and ſell it not at any rate ; but 
mult account nothing either true or good, according to the valuation 
which we have ſet upon it, but God. 

There is allo a third ſort highly advancing a kind of privative Gocd- 
neſs and Religion ; and who bend their force rather to the weakning 


of other Men in their courſes, than to the building up of themſ?Ives in | 
their own ; and 1n truth, rather to ſeparation from Men not only in ; 
evil, but even in that which is good, for ſome other evil conceived in 


them, than to Union with God and his People in his holy Ordinances : 


and half imagining that they draw near enough to God, if they can : 
withdraw far enough from other Men. Great Zeal they have againſt : 
the falſe Church, Miniſtry 2nd Worſhip fo being, or by them conceived : 
ſo to be; and againit any appearing evil in the true, but little for that 


which is true and good, as their practice manifeſts : But Evil 1s as con- 


trary to Evil, as Good is to Evil; and fo 1s that Zeal plainly carnal, 
which carries a Man further again{t Evil, than for Good ; ſeeing no + 


Evilis ſo evil, as Gocd is good. 


* Fourthly ; There are ſome to be found ſo fowred with moodineſs and 
diſcontentment, as they become unſociable, and almoſt Lukanthropor , | 
Werewolfs, as they ſpeak; if they ſee nothing lamentable, they are rea- ' 
dy to lament : if they take contentment in any,lt 1s 1n them alone whom : 
they find diſcontented : if they reade any Books, they are only Invec- : 
tives, eſpecially againſt Publick States, and their Governours. All things 
tending to accord and union any manner of way, are unwelcome unto !' 


them. They have their Portion in Tſh-acPs Bleſſing, Ger. 16. 12. 


Laſtly ; There want not ſome, who ( as Fehu in his fierce marching, | 


covered his Ambition, Cruelty, and.Zeal for his own Houle, under pre- 


text of Zeal for God's) think tocover and palliate their both groſſer,and | 
more proper and perſonal Corruptions,under a furious March, not only | 


againſt the Failings, but the-Perſons alſo failing, of Inhrmity in mar- 


tors.of Church-Order and Ordinances.Who if they werewell acquainted, {| 
and 
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_ and duly -affeted with their -'own; both more voluntary; and 
greater Sins,. would ſlack their Feh's Peace, yea turn their Courſe, 
tho not to walk with others in Evil ( which God forbid ) yet to ap- 
ply and accommodate themſelves unto them, in that which is good, fo 
far as poſlibly-they could obſerve any way by the Lord opened unto 
them. TI could inſtance in, and name divers particular Perſons mon- 
ſtrouſly grown out of kind, this way. But that Courſe 1: leave unto 
them, who rather deſire the diſgracing, than-the bettering of them 
againſt whom they deal : Or perhaps conceive in their leavened Hearts 
that there is no other way of bettering, ſpecially Perſons of mean 
Condition, than by diſzracing them. But /et not my Soul come in their 
Secret, in whoſe Habitations are ſuch Inſtruments of Cruelty, Gen. 49. 5, 6. 

Theſe things thus premiſed, the ObjeCtions follow, which I have 
either heard from others, or can conceive of. my ſelf moſt colourable 
againſt the Practice by me propounded. And they are of two ſorts : 
Some of them are framed upon Suppolition, that the Miniſters in that 
Church are in themſelves lawful, and of God : but-now yet to be heard 
by reaſon of the Abuſes, and Evils to be found in their Miniitrations. 
Others withdraw. herein (and thoſe the more )) upon the contrary 
Suppoſition : To wit, that the very Order and Conſtitution of that 
Church and Miniſtry is Papal,. and unlawful. Now the Examination 
of the Grounds of the one or other I wall rot in this place meddle with: 
but { though both cannot be true ) will for the ſatisfying of the with- 
drawers on both Parts, grant for the preſent, to either Part their 
Ground, and ſo examine diſtinctly what Exceptions they can or do 
build thereupon. 

But firſt, for the former : Suppoling a Chnrch and the Miniſtry there- 
of eſſentially lawful, it cannot but be lawful for the Members of other - 
Churches in general Union and Afﬀociation with it, to communicate 
therewith, in things lawful, and lawfully done ; ſeeing the end of 
Union is Communion. Ged hath in vain united Perſons, and States to- 
gether, if they may in nothing communicate together. But. he who 
would have us receive the weak, m Faith, whom God hath received, would 
nat have us- refuſe the Fellowſhip of Churches. in that which is god, 
for any Weakneſs in them, of one ſort or other. And' this we have 
ſo plainly, and plentifully commended unto us both by the Prophers, 
yea, by Chriſt bimſ%f, in the Jewiſh Church ; and Apoſtles, and Apo- 
ſtolical Men inthe firit Chriſtian Churches ; in which many Errors, 
and: Evils of all kinds. were more than manifeſt : and the ſame of- 
times. both {ſo far . ſpread, and deeply rooted, as the reforming, of 
them was rather to be wiihed, than hoped for : As that no place is 

left 
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left for doubting in that-caſe by any, who deſire to follow their holy 


Steps in Faith towards God, and Charity towards Men, and effeftual: 


Delire of their own Edification.. 
The Objettions of the former ſort follow... 


Object. 1. There is danger of being ſeduced, and miſled by the Errors 


taught in the Aſſemblies. 


Anſw. 1. We muſt not loſe the Benefit of many main Truths taught, 


for danger of ſome few Errors, ſpecially 1a leſſer matters. This were 
to fear the Devil, more than to truſt God. 2. There were in the 


Jewiſh Church in- ChriſPs time, and in divers of the Apoſtolical 


Churches afterwards,more and greater Errors taught, than are in any, 


or all the Churches in Ezgland;.of which alſo there are not a few; . 


which iftheir Miniſters did as fully and faithfully teach and practiſe all 


Truths, as they keep themſelves carefully from Errors, might compare 


in this Buſineſs, with any reformed Church in Exrope. 3. This Ex- 
ception hath its weight againſt the hearing of Prieſts and Jeſuits, ſpe- 
cially by the weaker ſort, and leſs able to diſcern of things that differ : 
But not againſt many Miniſters of the Church of England. 


Object. 2. He that in any thing partakes with that Church FR which Sins 


known are ſuffered unreformed, partakes in all the Sins of that Church : as he 
that ſwears by the Altar, ſwears by the Offerings upon it which it ſanltifies, 
Mat. 23. 19, 20. | 


Anſw. 1 partake not in the Sins of any, how great or manifeſt ſo- 


ever the Sins be, or how near unto -me ſoever the Perſpns be ; except 
the ſame Sins either be committed, or remain unreformed by my Fault : 
Otherwiſe Chriſt our Lord had been inwrapped in the Guilt of a 
world of Sins in the Jewiſh Church, with which .Church he communica- 
ted in God's Ordinances, living and dying a Member thereof. If my 


Brother fin a ſcandalous Sin, and 1by juſt order make Complaint there- 


of to the Church, I have done my Duty ; It appertains to the Church 
to excommunicate him, it he repent not ; but not to me, except (Pope- 
like) I would make my felf the Church. I am guilty of the Evil in the 
Commonwealth and Family, for redreſſing whereof I do not my duty 
in my place : which if I do in the Church as I can, I am free from the 
Sins done and ſuffered there ; which Sins and Evils I can no more be 
ſaid to ſuffer (wanting power to reform them) than to ſuffer it to blow 
or rain, becauſe I hinder it not. 

But the proof of the Aſſertion from at. 13. is of admirable device. 
How doth the Church ſanctify the Sin of the Sinner, as the Altar doth 
the Offering of the Offercr ? The Altar makes that to become actually 


an'Offering, or holy Gift, which before was not an Offering actually, _ 
: but. 
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but only Gold, Silver, or other materials. So doth not the Church make 
y Man's Sin to become his Sin, which it was not before, but only 


an 
ſuffers the Sin that was. But to ſtrain the ſtrings of this imagined pro- 
portion .to make them meet ; and to ſuppoſe the Church in a ſenſe to 
-beas the Altar ; yet this only follows thereupon, that, as he who par- 
takes with the Altar in the upholding of the Offering, partakes with 
the Offering : So he that partakes with the Church 1n the upholding of 
.any Evil, hath his part in the Evil alſo. hs 

And this I grant willingly : but deny, as a moſt-vain imagination, 
that every one that partakes with a Church-in things lawful, joyns with 
It 1n upholding the things unlawful to be found in it. Chriſt our Lord 
joyned with the Jewiſh Church in things lawful, and yet upheld no- 
thing unlawful in it. 

ObjeCt. 3. But this courſe of Hearing will offend weak Brethren, not per- 
ſwaded of the lawfulneſs of it. | rien. 

Anſw. 1. It will offend more, and many of them weaker, and that 
more grievouſlly, .if it be not performed. | 

2. It is an Offence taken, and not given ; ſeeing the thing 1s 1n it ſelf 
good in its kind, commanded by God ; and in that particular, by Men 
in Authority ; and direQly tending to my Edification : ard not like 
unto eating of Fleſh, or drinking of Wine, or the like things. of indif- 
ferent nature, and left to my free liberty to uſe, or not to uſe. 


And theſe are the principal Objefi:ozs upon the - former - Grounds : 
They upon the latter follow. | 


There is in the hands of many, a Treatiſe publiſhed by a Man of 
Note, containing certain Reaſons to prove it unlawful to hear, or have Sp 
ritual Communion with the preſent Miniſtry of the Church of England, This 
hath been anſwered, but indeed ſophiltically, and in paſlion : Neither 
hath the Anſwerer much regarded what he ſaid or unfaid, 1o he might 
gainſay-his Adverſary. With that Anſwer was joyned another, di- 
rected to my ſelf, and the ſame doubled, pretending to prove Publick, 
Communion upon Private : but not preſling at all, in the body of the Dif- 
courſe, that Conſequence ; but proceeding upon other Grounds, and 
in truth, conſiſting of a continued Equivyocation in the terms, Pablick,, 
Licence, "Government, Miniſtry, and the like , drawn to another ſenſe 
than either I intended them, or than the matter in queſtion wall permit. 
Whereas he that will refute another, ſhould religiouſly take, and hold 
to his Adverſaries meaning. And if in any particular it be not fo plain- 
ly ſet down, ſhould ſpell it as it Wm! out of his words. - But 1t 1s no 
2 | new 


\ 
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new thing; even for Learned and Godly Men, to take more than lawfut; 
Liberty in dealing with them againſt whom they have the Advantage: 
of the Times favouring them, like the Wind .on their Backs. But 
God forbid I ſhould follow them herein : I will on the contrary. uſe all 
plainneſs and ſimplicity, as in the light of God, that :fo 1 may make: 
the naked Truth appear as 1t 1s to the Chriſtian Reader's Eye what in 
me lieth. 

And for the Treatiſe mentioned, 1t muſt be obſerved, how both: in 
the Titk and body of the. Book, the Author confounds as one hearing 
of and having Spiritual Communion with the Miniſtery, &c. Which as it is 
true of ſuch. as ſtand in ſpiritual and political Church-Union with a 
Church, and the Miniſtry thereof, who accordingly have Church- 
Communion in the publick Acts and Exerciſes of that Church; ſo is it 
not true of others, which. are. not Members of,. nor in Eccleſiaſtical 
Union and Combination with the ſaid Church, : 

For the better clearing of things, let us in a few words conſider di- 
ſtin&tly of Religious Actions, according to the ſeveral Ranks in which” 
they may rightly and orderly be ſet. Some ſuch Attions are Religious 
only, as they are performed by. Religious Perſons. And of this ſort is 
Hearing (and ſo Reading) of God's Word. The Scriptures teach, and 
all confeſs, that Hearing, of the: Word of God .goes before Faith : © For : 
Faith comes by Hearing, as by an outward means, ( Rom. 10. 7.) Hear- 
ing then being before Faith, and Faith before all other Ads of Reli- 
gion inward or outward ; it mult needs follow, that Hearing is not 
{imply, or of it ſelf, a work of Religion, and ſo not of Religious Com- 
menion. Hearing is properly, and of it ſelf, a natural Action, though 
it be the hearing the very Word of God. And I call it a natural Ation 
init ſelf, ina double reſpect : Firſt, for that the Light of Nature tea-- 
cheth. every Man to hear and liſten to another, that can and will teach 
and inform him in any thing for his good, divine or humane. Second: - 
ly, for that a meer natural Man, Jew,. Turk, Infidel, or Idolater; laws + 
fully may, yea neceſſarily ought to hear God's Word; that ſo of naty- 
ral he may become ſpiritual. . | 
In the ſecond rank, I place Preaching and Prayer ; which are pro- 
 perly Acts religious and ſpiritual ; as being to be performed the one 
by a Gift, the other by.a Grace of God's Spirit. - P/al. 50. 16, 17. Prov. 
15. 8. Fobn.9. 31. Nie EC Lt 0 : | ; 

Of a third ſort: is theParticipation 1n the Sacraments; which or- 
dinarily at. leaſt requires a Memberſhip in ſome particular and Mi- 
ſerial Church. in the Participant, they being publick Church-Ordi- - | 
NAances . | | 


In 
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| In a fourth Order I ſet the Power of Suffrage, and Voice-giving 
inelefting of Officers, ard cefuring of Offenders; for which there is 
requiſite an Intereſt ofthe Perſon ſo voting, in that particular Church, 
as a Member thereof. GS ea, ng it Pebbn 8 Sina. | 
Of the laſt ſort is the Miniſtration of Sacraments, which requires, 
with the reſt' fore-mentioned, a publick State of Miniltry in the Pcrſon 
adiminiſtring them. : rap 
Now for Preaching by ſome, ard Hearing by others (which two al> | 
ways £0 together ). they may be,. and oft are performed without any” 
Religions or Spiritual Communion at-all palling between the Perſons 


' Preaching or Hearing. 


When Paz preached to the ſuperſtir;ions Athenians, ſhall we conceive 
he had Spiritual Communion with that Heathenlih Aﬀemibly ? How: 
mach leſs had they Spiritnal and Religious Communion with him, who 
performed not ſo mnch as a Religions Work in their hearing ? As God* 
gave any of them to believe, they came into inviſible, or 1nwardly Spt-- 
ritual Perſonal Communion with him : as they came to'make Perſonal 
Manifeſtation and Declaration of their Faith, they came into out- 
ward Perſonal Communion with him : Laſtly, as they came to joyn' 
in, or unto ſome particular Church, into Chnrch-Commnnion with 
him, . elſe not: So when there romes into the Church- Aſſembly Unbelievers,' 
Heathens, Turks, Jews, Atheiſts, Excommunicates, Men of all Religions, 
Men of none at all; and there hear ; what ſpiritual Communion have 
they with the Church or State of the Teacher, or one with another,- 
either in regard of the nature of the Act done, or by God's Ordination 
and Inſtitution ?. Hearing ſimply is not appointed bf God-to bz a Mark, 
and Note either of Union in the ſame Faith, or Order amongtt all thar- 
hear ; or of differencing, of Chrititians from no Chriſtians, or of Mem- © 
bers from no Members of the Church ; as the Sacraments are Notes: | 
of both in the Participants. The hearing of -the Word of God 1s not 
ſo incloſed by any hedg or ditch, divine or humane, made about it, - 
but lies in common for all, for the good of all. ES 


* 


The particular Objections follow, 


Objet. 1. No Man may ſubmit his Conſcience ' to be wrought upon by an' 
unlawful and Antichriſtian Miniſtry * neither hath God promiſed; or doth af- 
' ford any Bleſſing upon it ; neither can any have the ſan'tified uſe thereof: 

Anſw, It cannot be. faid: properly that the Office of-the Miniſtry 
works upon the Conſcience of thz-Hezrer. The Office only gives power* 
and charge to the Teacher, to teach in ſuch or ſuch a Pg ; 

nd: * 


 lawfulor unlawful Eccle 
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And as it refides in the Perſon of the Officer alone ; ſo the Commu- 


nion. (lawful or Jarwinl which any .hath with it, is in regard of the 

iaſtical Relation-and Union foregoing between 
the Perſons ; and not in any working of the Office upon the Conſcience 
of any.  Secondly,, Though God bleſs not the unlawful Office of the 
Miniſtry, which is not of himſelf: yet he may and doth bleſs the 


Truths taught by the Officer, which are of himſelf, and from Heayen. 


To deny this of many in the Church of England, 1s (Balaam-like) to 


curſe, where God would have us to.bleſs. 


Object. 2. To hear ſuch a Miniſter, 1s to honour, approve, and uphold his 


. Office of Miniſtry. 


Anſw, 1. If this be ſimply true; then when the heatheniſh 4rhenians 
heard Paul preach : or when an Unbeliever comes into the Church- 
Aſſembly, and hears the Preacher, he approves, honours, and upholds 


-the Office of the Miniſtry, which what it means, he is altogether ig- 
-norant. | 


If any reply : We kyow the Miniſtry of the Church to be as it 15, 
I anſwer : That the knowing of 1t makes not our act the more or 


leſs an act of Approbation. If 1 do an Act wherein I indeed approve 


of a thing, if I know the thing, I really approve of it upon Knowledg ; 
if I know it not, I really approve of it, but ignorantly. 2. If l a 

prove of the Office ſimply, becauſe-I hear the Officer preach, then I 
much more approve of all the DoCtrines which he delivers, becauſe I 
hear him deliver them. If the latter ſeems unreaſonable, ſo is the for- 
mer much more, except I be in Church-Communion with the Officer, 
and then indeed: I really approve of his Office, as I alſo do of 


his Doctrine, if it be according to the Confeſſion of Faith made by me.z 


for then I am in former Union with him in the one or other, and fo 
have Communion in the Acts thereof. If this were a good ground, 
that every one approves of the Evil done 1n matter or manner, where 


| heis preſent, none could live with a good Conſcience in the Society of | 


Men upon Earth. Perſons ſo minded are beſt alone; for with others 
they will keep no Peace, no not with themſelves neither, if. they be 


teue to their own Grounds. But they plainly balk themſetves in their | 


Courſes, either in weakneſs of Judgment, or partiality of Aﬀection, or 


thronght want of due Conſideration of their Ways. 


_ Objed. 3. By this then it ſeems a Man may be preſent at any att of Ido- 
latry, and do as others do that prattiſe Idolatry, yet not approve of it. And 


fo the three Nobles in Daniel needed not to have put themſelves upon ſuch 
Pikes of Danger as they did, for not falling. down as others did in the Place, 


Anſw, 
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Anſw. 1. In preaching the Truths of the Goſpel no- Idolatrous 
Attis performed, as there was. 2.. It muſt be known, that Appror 
bation is properly in the Heart, ard only the manifeſtation of Appro- 
bation in outward Geſtnre,. Speech or Writing :. Both the-one and 
other are evil, if the thing be evil. But: here it muſt be conſidered, that 
L may in ſome caſes do the {ame outward At which others dv,. and * 
wherein they manifeſt their Approbation of Idolatry or other Evihand - 
yet I be free in Truth and Deed from all ſuch Approbation and Stain 
thereof. The Jews after Chriſt's Death,and the ky away and aboliſh--- 
ing the legal Ordinarces thereby, circumciſed their Infants, and frequen- 
ted the Temple for Purincation,and other 27oſaical Ceremonies as parts 
of God's Worſhip, and ſtill remaining of Divine Inſtitution. Paul alfo- 
circumciſed Timothy, entred the Temple for Purification, and yct did not 
approve any manner or way of the Error and Evil in the Jewiſh Wor- 
ſhippers. .To come nearer home : it 1s the Cuſtom in Popith Coun--- 
tries, that all that paſs by a Croſs, muſt in hononr of it, leave it on: the 
Right-hand, as they may by reaſon of the placing of"it, caming or gor 
ing. Now if I ride with others that way, I may do the thing that 
they do, and keep Company with them, and yet not honour the Croſs. 

' as they do. Its, beſides the former, the manner that ſach as ſo paſs 

' . a Croſs, ſhould: in further honour, put -off their Hat to the ſaid Croſs. - 
' But if dotthis alſo, I plainly manifeſt an Approbation of the Super- 
ſtition. The reaſon of the Ditterence. is, becauſe I have another juſt 
Cauſe to do the former thing, namely to keep on with my Company, + 
but have no juſt cauſe of the latter. But now, ſuppoſe that at the very - 
place where the Croſs ſtands, I meet with ſome Friend or other, to 
whom I owe that civil Reſpe& of uncovering my Head:; I may'then_ 
do that lawfully alſo upon the-former Ground. - So, if' I had juſt and © 
reaſonable cauſe either of coming or ſtanding by the Magiſtrate ( to - 
whom 1 owe this Civil Honour ) whillt he is performing ſome A& of 
Idolatry in the Streets, or elſe-where ; I might upon the ſame Ground,” . 
20 or ſtand uncovered by him without juft Blame. To apply theſe 
things to the Objetion moved, ſeeing no other Cauſe could reſonably 
be conceived of the King's commanding ſuch -a thing,- or of' their do- -- 
ing the thing at his Commandment, fave the worſhipping of the Idol; ; 
they inſo doing could not have eſcaped the juſt blame of Idolatry : 
But now I have juſt Cauſes more: than one of my Hearing, and among{t 
the reſt my: Edification ;- and therefore. cannot be challenged therein * 
to approve of the Miniſters ſtate or ſtanding. \Belides that, as for- - 
merly anſwered, here 1s no Idolatrous At'performed. | 


Objett: a-- 


— - 
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- Objett: 4. He that hears them preach, hears them as Miniſters-of the 


Church of Englard, and as ſent by the Biſhojs, ana ſo in hearing them, 
hears and receives them that ſend them, according to that of our Saviour, He 
that hears you, hears me ;, and he that deſpiſe th you, aeſpiſeth me 5 and he that 
deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. Luke 9. 16. Joh. 13, 10.- 

-_ Anſw. Igrant the former part of the Objection, and account the de- 
nying of it a point of Familiſm, ſeeing the Officers of publick States in 
the executing of their Offices are to be eſteemed according to the pub- 
-lick Laws ard Orders of thoſe States, and not according to any urder- 
hand either Courſe or Intention by themſelves or others. "They are 
-heard as they preach, aud preach as Miniſters of the Biſhops ſending, 
ard the Parilhes receiving, to which they are ſent by them. Ard ſo I 
profeſs I hear them as the Miniſters of the Biſhop's ſending, and of the 
Pariſhes ſent to,; but not as my Miniſters either ſending, or ſent to, 


except I be of thoſe Parithes, or at leaſt in Eccleſiaſtical Union with 


th:m. Every one, whether of a falſe Church, or no Thurch,or excom- 
municated from the Church, that hears me,, hears.me” as the Paſtor cf 
the Church which I ſerve, but not as his Paltor, I fuppoſe, nor in way 
of any his ſpiritual Communion with mine Otfhce of Pattorſhip. Se- 
condly,, By hearing and receiving there, Chriſt's means properly the 
hearkning to, believing and obeying the Doctrine taught by the Apo- 
{ſtles, which many deſpiſed, unto "whom he oppoſcth the former that 
heard it. Now the Minifters inthe Pariſhes have not the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel from the Biſhops, as they have their Office ; but from God 
in his Word, and fo far forth as a Man hears, that 1s, hearkens to, 
and receives them by receiving it, he ſo far hearkens to and receives 
Chriſt. | | 

ObjeXt. 5. Yet ſuch as hear them, have.Communion with their Office of 16- 
niſtry what in them lies. 


Anſw. That is, they have no Communion at all with it, if it lie not. 


in them to have any, as it doth rot. If I hold up my Hand as high as 
I can, I touch Heaven with my Finger, what in me lies : DoI there- 
fore at all touch it ? If ſach think to have, any ſuch Communion, it 
1s their Error and Ignerarce, but makes not the thing to be the more, 
than it they thought not ſo. OD —* 
Object. 6. 1s there then no Communion at all between the Teacher, and 
" taught ? What Profit then comes there by ſuch Hearing ? | 
:.- Anſw, The Church-Officer feeds the Flock/arnd Church over wnich he ts 
-ſer,as'the Object of his Miniſtry ; ſuch as come in (being not'in Church- 


- Union therewith Y hear him ſo'doing ;, and, as a'Stander-by, hearirg 
netalk to, or diſpute with another ( tho I ſpeak not a word to him ) 


may 
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may reap as much, and more Fruit by my Speech, than he to whom I 
dire(t it ; ſo may and doth it often come to paſs with him that hears 
the Miniſter feed the Flock whoſe Miniſter he is, tho he beino part of 
| It: He may. reap Fruit by hearing him feed his Flock, or ſeeing him 


-..Miniſter Baptiſm to any Member thereof : Here is Communion only in - 


the effects of the Truths taught. It were Uſurpation in any to partake 
- 1n a Church-Priviledg ( which the Office of Miniſtry is ) -that were not 
in a Church-State firſt ; and fo if hearing ſimply imported Church- 
Communion, none but Church-Members might lawfully hear. | 
. .Object. 7. Inthe true Church indeed 1s Oraer, that the Church-Covenant 
0 before Church-Communion, but not ſo m the falſe. 

Anſw. In the true Church there -may be unlawful Church-Commu- 
nion without a preceeding Church-Covenant; as well as in the other ; to 
wit, if an Af of Communion ( properly ) paſs between the Church, 
and him that is no Church-Member ; as for Example, Participation.in 
the Sacraments ; but hearing being not properly an Act of Communi- 
on, cannot import Communion neceſlarily with the one or other ; not 
otherwiſe then according to a fore-going Church-Union ; whereas to 
| partake in the Lord's Supper imports Communion in both lawful in 
him ; that is, *a lawful Church-Member,- and unlawful in him that is 

not in. ſuch a Church-State: * | | 
Object. 8. But ut is the Order of the Church of England, that all that 
hear, are. and ſo are reputed Members of that Church. 


Anſw. 1 deny that there -1s any ſuch Order ; let the Law or Canon 


either be ſhewed that ſo orders things. | 
Excommunicates are permitted to hear Sermons, tho not Divine 
Service, as they call it. 2. What if there were ſuch an Order ? It no 
more either made or declared me to bea Member there, than doth my 
dwelling in ſuch or ſuch a Pariſh make me a Member of that Parih- 
Church ; which latter is indeed the Law and Order there. If the 
Church with me ſhould -make a Law, Canon. or Order, that all that 
come in and. hear me preach, ſhould thereby become Members of it ; 
we were the more fooliſhin making ſuch an Order, but they never a 
whit the nearer either for Memberſhip or Communion: {erage 
ObjeCt. 9. He that hears, appears to have Communion with the Church, 
and Miniſtry, and all Appearance of Evil is to be avoided © 1 Thell. 5. 22. 
 Anſw, The Scripture is not to be underſtood of all that appears Evil 
to Others, out of an erroneous and deceived Judgment ; for then we 
muſt abſtain from almoſt all Good ; - ſeeing there! are: ſome to whom 
almoſt all Good ſeems Evil ; but it 1s meant either of the Doctrine in 


Propheſy, of which I haye ſome probable Suſpicion; of which the 
E | 


Apoltle 


| 
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Apoſtle ſeems properly to ſpeak z or of that which appears Evil to & 


rightly diſcerning eye. By this imagined Expaſition | might not hire. 


a Houſe in- a Pariſh where I werenot known : ſeeing thereby I appear 


a Pariſh-member. ke 
Object. 10. None can hear without a Preacher, nor Preach except he be 


ſent, Rom. 10, 14, 15. Therefore I cannot lawtully hear him that hath nat a 


lawful ſending. 


- Anſw. Fhat concluſion is neither in Text, . nor ſound : I may law- | 
fully hear him that hath no lawful Calling, as I bave formerly ſhewed.. 


2, The Apoſtle%. meaning there, 1s not to ſhew what is unlawful, but 
what is impoſſible. It is impoſlible to believe without hearing, and im- 
poſlible to hear without preaching,and impoſlible to preach without the: 
 fending there intended ; that is, without God's gracious work of Pro-. 
vidence in raiſing up of Men, by enabling, and diſpoſing them to preach. 


for the effeCtual calling of the EleCt of God , of which he there ſpeaks. 


If any make a Queſtion, Whether Faith come by the hearing of the 
Preachers there ? It is more queſtionable,whether they themſelves want: 


not Faith, which are ſo barren of Charity, in which true Faith is fruit- 


» = 


upan that ſuch Preachers are ſent in the Apoſtle”s ſenſe. - 

Obje&t. 11. The Sheep of Chriſt hear his Voice, but ſtrangers they will 
not hear, John 10. 3,8, 27. _ | 

Anſw. Chriſt does not there ſpeak of the outward Hearing , but of 


ful. If Faith come by the Preaching in England to any, it follows there- 


the hearkning unto ; that 1s, as he expounds himſelf, ver. 3, 4s 5, 144. 
15, 16, 17. of the kyowing and believing of his Voice, and following it. 


So Chap..9. 1 told you before, and ye did not hear ;, that is, not believe, 
ver. 27, And, God hears not Sinners, ver. 31. that is, approves not of 
them'and their Prayers. So Chap. 1 1. / kyow that thou heareſt me always ;, 
and a thouſand times in the Scriptures. The drift. of Chriſt in the 
place is ( without queſtion ), to ſhew the difference between ſuch as. 
were his Sheep, and fuch as were not his Sheep. ' His Sheep heard his 
Vioce, and they which: were not his Sheep heard. not his Voice. Bur 
they which were not-his Sheep, nor heard his Voice, as there he ſpeaks, 
heard him preach outwardly as well as the reſt which were his Sheep : 
Beſides; they which were his Sheep, and would not hear. Strangers in 
the Lords Senſe, heard outwardly thoſe Strangers preach, and by 
hearing them diſcovered them. to be Strangers, that is, falſe Prophets. 
The Strangers of whom he: ſpeaks were of the, true Church, and. of 
Iſrael, but brought: falſe Doctrine tending to kill the Soul,, Such Stran- 
gers none ſhould hear, that is, believe. and follow... ED 
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Objedt. 12. The Scriptures both of the Old: aid New Tiſtament warn : 
Gods People of falſe Prophets, which the Miniſters of that Church are, ha- | 
wing an unlawful Calling. | 
| _  Anſm. 1. They warn, ot to hearken unto them, nor to believe them, 
; -Deut. 13. 3- 1 John 4. 1. but to try them, which without hearing 
them, cannot be done. Not that all falſe Prophets are to be heard by 
all, that they may try them, for that were to tempt God : But I 
now anſwer the Scripture cited, which ſpeaks of Prophets in the true 
Church, which were to be heard till they were orderly repreſſed, or 
at leaſt plainly diſcovered by their Doctrine heard to be ſuch. 

2. No Man's unlawful outward Calling makes him a falſe Prophet, 
nor his outward lawful Calling a true; but his true or falſe Doctrine 
| only makes him a true or falſe Prophet. A Man may have a lawful Office 
of Miniſtry, and yet be a falſe Prophet, if he teach: falſe Doctrine ; 
fo may he be a true Prophet,if he teach the Truth, tho in an unlaw- 

ful and Antichriſtian State of Miniſtry. Yea Balaam was both a falſe 
Prophet in curſing ( in purpoſe ) where God would have him bleſs, and 
in teaching Balack to put 4 Stumbleng-block, before the People of Iſrael ; 
Numb. 22. 25. Foſh. 13. 22. 2 Pet. 2. 15, 26. Rev. 21 14. and yet a true 
Prophet in bleſſing Iſrael by the Spirit of Prophecy, and Word of the 
Lord put into his Mouth. Numb. 25. 5,9, 10, &c. and Chap. 24. 23.,&c. 
He is a Prophet that ſpeaks or declares a thing paſt, preſent, or to 
come : And to prophelſy in our Senſe, is nothing elfe but to ſpeak. ro 
Edification, Exhortation, and Comfort. 1 Cor. 14. 3. He thatdoth this 
is 2 true Prophet, he that ſpeaks the contrary, a falſe. It were) good 
if they, in whoſe Mouths the challenge of falſe Prophets is rifeſt, 
would better weigh how themſelves expound and apply the Scriptures mw 
in their propheſying, leſt notwithſtanding any outward lawful Church- 
ſtate, they be deeper wounded by the rebound of their Accuſations | 
this way, then their Adverſaries. fr | 
Objett. 13. The Lord forbids Judah going to Gllgal or to Bethel. | 
Hof. 4. 15, 16. | | F 
Anſw. The meaning 1s plain, and the words expreſs that they were 
not to go thither to fond and play the harlot in joyning to Idols, verſ, 15, 
16, 17. This grant is to be done 1n-no place ;, but deny any ſuch thir g 
to be done in the Hearing by me pleaded for. T he Scriptures every 
where forbid the going, or coming to {uch Places, or Perions,. as in 
or by which ſome Evil is done, -to wit, for the doing of any thing evil, 
_ or unlawful in, or with them. _ {er = 
Object. 14. They that eat of the Sacrifice partake of the Altar, 1 Cor; 

10. 18. ſo they that receive the Word from an unlawful Officer, partake with 

his Office. Res Anſw, | 
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Anfw. 1 deny the Conſequence ; The Office is not to the Word, as: 
- the Altar 1sto the Sacrifice. The Altar makes the things to be ofler'd, 


actually to become a Sacrifice, which it was not before; ſave only in De- 
ſtination z as Chriſt plainly teacheth, ſaying, The Altar ſanttifieth the 
Gift, Mat.23.19. but ſo doth not the Office make that to become the 
Word of God, which was not fo aftually before.. This Argument hath 
its ſpecial weight, being applied to Sacraments, or proper Inſtitutions, 


 Fhe Church and Miniſtry under God, make ( in a good ſence ) the 


Bread and Wine Sacramental, in their uſe, which before they were not. 
And to the Sacraments (eſpecially the Supper of the Lord) the Apoſtle 
in the place cited hath an eye ; ſhewing the proportion between the 
eating of the Sacrifices in 1frael, which in that-uſe became their Sacra- 


ments; and the cating the Sacrifice of the Heathens, which were their 


Sacraments; and the eating of the Lord's Supper, as the Sacrament of 
Chriſtians. With theſe things join in the laſt place. that Sacrifices con- 
ſidered as proper Inſtitutions, might not be red or eatex, but in the 
place choſen, (Deut. 12.5,6,7.) and ſanctified by the Lord for that pur- 
poſe. No more may Sacraments now be eaten, but in the Church; 
whereas the Word may be preached to any.. as well out of the.Church 


- 


as in It. + | | 

. Object. 15. The Places called Temples and Churches, baving been built 
for Idolatry, ſhould be demoliſhed, and therefore are not to be frequented, 
ſpecially being accounted and made Holy Places, Deut. 12.3. 

Anfw. 1. The ditterence of Places under the Law,when all other pla- 
ces, (for the moſt ſolemn Worſhip,) as oppoſed to that one place as 
holy, were unholy, 1s now taken away ;, ſo as no place now is holy, 


” 


or unholy., as-then. 

2. Suppoſe it be the Magiſtrates Duty to deſtroy them, ( of which 1 
now diſpute not, nor how far he ſhould proceed therein) yet I deny the 
Conſequence, and that I may not uſe that lawfully- which he ought to 
deſtroy. | | 

The Magiſtrate ought to have d:ffroyed ſuch Cities in Iſrael, as whoſe 
Inhabitants had been corrupted with Idolatry, Demt.13, 12,13,14. Yet 
might the Caties (if ſpared by the Magiſtrates) lawfully be dwelt ig 
afterwards z and Synagogues m them both be built and frequented for 
God*s moral Worſhip. . Jericha ſhould have been an execration and heap 
for ever, 2 King. 2. 3,5. yet being built again and ſtanding, was the 
Seat of the School of the Prophets: I he Murtherer. ought to be put 
to death - yet if he be ſpared, and ſurvive,his Wife,Children and Ser- 


.va1ts, lawfully may. and in Conſcience ought to converſe with him 
according to the. natural and.civil relations. between them and him. 
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" 3. Tknow no Law in force, nor Doctrine received in the:Church of 
England, that aſcribes any holineſs to the places. And for Errors and 
 Abuſes perſonal, they reſt in the perſons ſo erring. I ſuppoſe ſome 
fuch Holineſs be abſcribed unto them, as to Holy Churches, Holy 
Buildings, Conſecrated Places, &c. Yet I ſee no ſufficient reaſon why 
I may not uſe lawfully a natural and civil place in them, for any law- 
ful Work, Civil or Religious, Private or Publick, for there is one rea- 
fon of all theſe. If any think thoſe places like. the Idolathites, he miſ- 
taketh therein : "The things offered to Idols,..and eaten in the Idols 
Temple, and Feaſt, were in proportion, as the Bread and Wine (be- 
ing bleſſed) m the Lord?s Supper ; as Þ2th the Apottle, and-reaſon of 
the thing manifeſts... Whereas the place which I uſe (though for a re-- 
ligious Action to be performed in it) whether in the. Temple, or in | 
mine own Houſe, hath only the Conſideration of a natural and civil 
Circumſtance. The Temple as a Temple ( which yet I do not think 
is done in England by any,cither received Doctrine, or Law ) may be 
made an [Idol by Conſecration ;. and yet every particular place in it not 
made unlawful for all Uſes.. 

If any further Object, that in preaching and hearing Gods Word 
therein, we have a religious uſe of it, they err, not. conſidering that 
tho the Work done be religious, yet the Place is no- more rehgious 
* therefore than the time in which I do it. * Time and Place are natural 
Circumſtances, and without which-no finite Action can be performed; 
and ſome time and place more commodious and fit than others for- 
the doing of things of all kinds. I have no more religious Uſe of the 
place which I hear publickly, than in which. I pray privately in my 
Houſe or Chamber: 

Object. 16. Seeing whatſoever 15 not of Faith is Sin, what Word of Ged,, 
and ſo of Faith is there for this Prattice ? | 

 Anſw. Every Scripture that either commands the hearmg of, God?s. 
Word, and promiſeth a Bleſſing ro them that hear and keep it : Mat. 7. 
24. Luke 11. 28. or that commands me to edify and build to my ſelf : 
1 Pet. 2. 5. or to obey. the Magiſtrate; Tit. 3.1. or to follow after: 
Peace : Heb. 12. 14. or to prevent Offences : 1 Car. :10. 32. warrants 
and in Caſes enjoyns this Practice, ſuppoſing no Sin to be. in the way. : 
of which in anſwering the former Objections ( to which I, ſuppoſe all 
other of weight or colour may be referred Y I hope I have cleared tt: 

And for any unſatisfied, or other-wiſe minded, I. with 1 knew. their 
Reaſons either for their good,by- a ſufficent Anſwer to be given unto: 
them, or for mine own, by admitting of them, as there may appear 
weight.in them. In the mean. while, let. me 1atreat of rhe differently 

þ minded.,, 
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with the entire obſervation of all the Ordinances of Chriſt (as wecan 
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"minded one 'way. or other, that they would exerciſe mutually that true 
Chriſtian Charity one toward another, and Compaſſion one of ano- 
.thers Infirmities, which becomes all that will be in Truth and Deed, 
Followers of Chriſt Jefus; and which 1s moſt needful ( ſpecially in 
things of this kind, for the preſerving of the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace ; which Bond of Peace whilſt Men are not careful to 
keep inviolated by brotherly Forbearance in matters of this nature, 
they miſerably difſipate, and ſcatter themſelves, and one another, even 
-as the Ears in a Sheaf are ſcattered when the Bond breaketh. 

But as few or no good things of any kind are ſo well uſed by ſome, 
-but others as much abuſe them; ſo it is to be feared, there will not 
want, who will change the lawful Liberty this way, into lawleſs Li- 
centiouſneſs, and ſo take up inſtead of all other religious Exerciſes, a 
Hearing Courſe only. 

And. thoſe ſpecially of them who diſliking the preſent Church-ſtate 
in England, yet want due Zeal and Love to that which themſelves ap- 
prove. Let me alittle turn my Speech to ſuch, for the preventing in 
ſome, and remedying in others of that inordinate and brokef: Courſe. 

_ - And firſt I demand of ſuch, what is this Courſe of hearing ſuch 
Miniſters, as whoſe ſtate of Miniſtry they approve not ? ts it any par- 
ticular Ordinance left by Chriſt, and enjoyned all Chriſtians in all Ages 
and Places ? Verily no. It,were to be wiſhed that no Church-Miniſtry 
were to be found, which is not approveable by the Word of God, 
rotwithſtandingany good Act performed by them that poſſeſs it. This 
Hearing is only a work-of natural Liberty it ſelf;as I have ſhewed, and 
ſan&ified to Believers by their Faith. It 1s lawful to uſe it upon occa- 
ſion, as It is to borrow of other Men; but to make it our Courſe, is 
to live by borrowing, which no honeſt Man, that can do otherwiſe 
poſſibly, would do. Yea what differs it from a kind of ſpiritual Vaga- 
bordry in him that can mend it, tho with ſome Difficulty, to live in 
no certain Church-ſtate, and under no Church-order, and Government. 

To print-deep in'our Hearts the Conſcience of our Duties this way, 
let-us briefly conſider how many Bonds of Neceſlity the Lord hath laid 
' upon us, to walk in the Fellowſhip, and under the Ordinances of the 
miniſterial and inſtituted Church. 

Firit, We have lying upon us the neceſſity of Obedience to Chriſt 
-our Lord, n the Commiſſion Apoſtolical enjoyning, that after we be 
. made Diſciples, as-the Word 1s, and baptized, we be withal taught to 
obſerve what ſoever he hath commanded, Mat.28.19,20. It muſt not then 
- ſuffice us that we are Diſciples and Chriſtians, but we muſt join here- 
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find means) from the greateſt to the leaſt, And let ns beware that like: 

the Scribes and Phariſees, we call none of God's Commandments-Nitrle, 
becauſe we would make our ſelves, and others believe, that little and 

light account is to be made of obſerving them; leſt we our felves be 

called little, that is, be indeed none x the Kingdom of Heaven, Our Sins 

of Ignorance and humane frailty, alas, are too many. -let us not add- 

| thereunto preſumptuous Sins,cither of Commiſſion or Omilſion,to pro- 
voke God withal.. | | 
2, The Church, and miniſtrations therein, are not needleſs, but moſt 

| needful means fanctified of God, and given of Chriſt for our Salvation 
and edification thereunto ; which he that deſpiſeth, that is, doth not 
| ſubmit his S6ou-and Body unto (as he hath means) and converſe there-- 
in with good Conſclence, tho in Affliction and Perſecution, deſpiſeth: 
| not Man, but God and Chrilt, to the depriving of himſelf of the Fruit 
of God's molt gracious preſence in his Houſe and Temple, where he hath+ 
promiſed to dwel/; and of. ChriſPs aſcenſion into Heaven, for the pour-- 


|= Mamiſtry. 

3. Ourgreat Infirmities, whereof both the Scriptures every where, . 
and our own experience warn us,. ſhew in what great nezd we ſtand of 
all the Lord's Holy Ordinances and Inftitutions, for the ſupplying of 
what is wanting 1n us, aud correcting what is amiſs, and continuing 
and encreaſing of what 1s good, unto the coming of the Lord : where: 
| we muſt alſo take knowledg, and remember, that-it is one note-of dif- 
| © ference, and the ſame very clear, between the wiſdom of. the Fleſh,. 
and the wiſdom of the Spitit, that the former will be ſure to- provide; 
for the Body,. and outward Man, what may be, tho with danger and 
prejudice of the Spiritual ; the other will take care and order for the 
Spiritual State, tho the outward pinch for it. And if any, out of the. 


that he ſtands in no ſuch need of- Chriſt*s Ordinances, or of any Chri-- 
{tian Fellowſhip for the diſpenſing of them : let ſach a Man conſider,. 
that the leſs necd he hath of others by reaſon of his greater plenty of, 
Gracereceived, the more need others have of him for their ſupply. 
But whatſoever any imagine of himſelf, the Apoſtle,. who was not: 
partial, teacheth, that the very Head (the chief and higheſt Mem- 
bers) cannot ſay to the Feet (the loweſt and meaneſt Members) I have. 


4 


70 need of you, 1COr. 12.21. a 
4. And laſtly, It is neceſſary for our ſound and entire comfort with 


Holy Commandments, which we do, or can diſcern to be ſuch, and to: 
concery. 


Ing out of all Kingly Gifts and Largelles «pow Men for the Work, of the- 


view, and perſuaſion of his own ſtrength of: Grace, come to conceive, - 


the Lord our God, that our Obedience be entire in reſpect of all his. - 
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concern'us, according to that of the Man of God, Then ſhall I not be 


aſhamed, when I have refpeft to all thy Commandments, Pſal.119.6. That 
{o we may have our part in the Teſtimony given by the Holy Ghoit 
of Zachary and Elizabeth : which was, that they were Righteous before 
God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blame- 


leſs, Luke 1. 5, 6. That 1s, both in the Moral Precepts, and Sacred 
Ceremonies, and Inſtitutions of the Lord. Whoſe Examples we in 
our Place and Times are to follow, not balking with the Lord in any 
thing, great or ſmall : nor ſeeking ſtarting-holes, whereby to eſcape 
from him in his Word, which 1s holy, gooa, and pure. Good, as com- 
ing from our good God, gocd in it ſelf ; and good for us, if we con- 
verſe therein as we ought, in good Conſcience towards God, Zeal for 
his Ordinances, Modelty in our Selves, and Charity towards other 
Men ; ſpecially towards them with whom God hath joined us in the 
moſt and beſt things : taking heed leſt by any uncharitable, either 
Judgment of, or withdrawing from their Perſons, for ſuch humane 
Frailties, as unto which, into one kind or other, all Adan”s ſinful 
Poſterity are ſubject ; we fin not more by our courſe held againſt them, 
than they by theirs in them, which God forbid. 


To conciude 3 For my (elf, thus I believe with my Heart before God, - and profeſs 
with my Torgue, and have before the World, rhar I bave one and the fame Faith, Hope, 
Spirir, Baptiſm, and Lord, which had in the Church of Ezglazd, and none other : 
that 1 eſteem ſo many in thar Church, of what ſtate or- order foeyer, as are truly par- 
takers of that Faith ( as I account many thouſands to be ) for my Chriſtian Brethren ; 
and my ſelf a Fellow. member with them of chat one Myſtical Body of Chriſt ſcattered 
farand wide throughout the World : that I have always in Spirit and AﬀeGtion, all Chri- 
ſtian Fel'owſhip, and communion with them, and am molt ready in all outward Aci- 
ons and Exerciſes of Religion, lawful and wwe done, to expreſs the ſame : and with- 
al, thar I am perſwaded the hearing of the Word of God there preached, in the man- 
ner, and upon the grounds formerly mentioned, both lawful and, upon occafion, neceſſ1- 
ry for mezand all true Chriſtians, withdrawing from that Hierarchical Order of Church- 
Government and Miniſtry, and the appearances thereof : and uniting in the Order and 
Ordinances inftituted by Chriſt, the only King, and Lord of his Church, and by all his 
Diſciples to be obferved. And laitly, That I cannot communicate with, or ſubmit unto 
the ſaid Church-Order and Ordinances there eſtabliſhed, either in State or A&, without 
being condemned of mine own Heart, and thercin pro coking God, who 1s greater than 
my Heart, to condemn me much more. And for my Failings (which my. eafily be too 
-many) one way or other, of Ignorance herein ; ang fo for all my other Sins, I moſt hum- 
bly crave pardon firſt, and m-ſt at the Hands of God. And fo of all Men whom therein 
I offend, or have cffended any manner of way 3 even as they defire, and look that God 
ſhould pardon their Offences. | 


Thus far Mr. Robinſon, 
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ADDENDA 
The Judgment of ſeveral other Independent Miniſters, 4s well 


Ancient as Modern, concerning this Matter, 


M< Henry Facob (a ſtrict Independent ) in his printed Declara- 
tion 1612, annexed to his Book, called, The Divine Beginning 
and Inſtitution of ChriſPs True Viſible Church, he hath this Aſertion., 
pag. 6. For my part I never was nor am ſeparated from all publick 
Communion with the Congregations of Ezgland. I acknowledg there- 
fore that in Enzlandare true viſible Churches and Miniſters, tho acci- 
dentally. yet ſuch as I refuſe not to communicate with ; and thoſe of 


the Separation, in ſome Matters, are ſtreighter than I wiſh they 


WCETC. 


And the Browniſts, in their Confeſſion of Faith, printed 1616, they 
declare, That a Miniſter receiving Prelatical Ordination, if he be a 
Pariſh Miniſter, 1t makes not a nullity of the Miniſtry of him in every 
reſpe& beſides. That is, it makes not void all truneſs of Miniſtry in 
him, as a believing Congregation aſlenteth to hear him, and uſeth 
him for their Miniſter, when oz ſome weighty occaſion, they joyn only to 
that which 1s true in the ſaid Minifter, and teſtify in the beſt manner they 
can that they do ſo, ordinarily leaving the Pariſh Congregation and Mint- 
ſtry for their Error. With all profeſſing, publiſhing, and practiſing, 
freely and conſtantly, the ſimple Truth therein with our ſelves ; this 
quitteth us from all Evil, and appearance of Evil in this Matter, it 
being no Evil, nor appearance of Evil, to join with the Pariſh-Con- 
gregation and Miniſtry in ſuch reſpects ; and ſo far forth as is afore- 
ſaid, we ought ſometimes, on weighty Occaſions, ſo to join, and we fin 
if we do not. -—- And though we do not think every form of Prayer 
finful and abſolutely unlawful, yet we think it not ſo profitable, and 
to ſome hurtful. | | 


/ 


F | Mr: 


©. EIN 
ram ns. iN _ 


— — =, ava—_— 
” CO Er Ee Pe an the gs: -— O— — 


_ — - —  C—G——_ —_— 
on » T - a 
hs. 


34 The lawfulneſs of Hearing 

Mr. Norton of New-England, upon thoſe words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour ; The Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes Chair, all things thar-they 
ſay unto you, that obſerve and do, Which, faith he, not only permits, 
but requires and implieth full Communion, | 7 


The five diſſenting Brethren, (viz. Dr Goodwin, Mr. Bridg. Mr. Ny, 
Mr. Greenhill, and Mr. Syar. Simpſon) 1n their Apologetical Narrative, 
pag. 6. they ſay, © We have always profelled, and that in thoſe times 
© when the Churches of Erzglard were the molt, either actually, over- 
* ſpread with Defilements, or in the greateſt danger thereof, — that 
© we both did, and would hold a Communion with them, as the Chur= 
© ches of Chrilt. 


Mr. Firmin argues about this Matter, pag. 29. Suppoſe there ſhould 
be ſome humane Mixtures, are all the Ordinances of God polluted ? 
Why do you not communicate with them 1n thoſe Ordinances which 
are pure? And in his Separation Examined, pag. 40. ſays, Corrupt. 
Members there were enough in the Jewiſh Church, and fo in the Chri- 
{tian Church ſoon after, and in the Apoſtles Fimes; but you have no- 
Example of ſeparating from them. | 


Dr. Thomas Goodwin on the Epheſians, pag. 487, 488, 489. —— His 
Judgment concerning Pariſh Churches, Miniſtry and Communion. 

In my laſt Difcourſe I handled what was meant by the word Church, 
There was a neceſlity. that lay upon me to: open that diſtinction of 
Church Univerfal and Particular. I gave you two Cautions about: 
two Errors concerning each of theſe, both toward the Church Univer- 
fal, and toward Particular Churches. Concerning which I muſt ne- 
ceſlarily ſay ſomething to take away ſome Miſtakes and Mifapprehenſi- 
ons of my meaning, for I walk by this Rule, to give no offence to Few 
or Gentile, or to the Churches of God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

T he firſt Error, I told you, was of the Dozatiſts. of old,. who de- 
nied the Church Catholick, and reſtrained it to one part of the World ; 
and yet the imputation of this Error lieth upon thoſe whom you call 
Browniſts to-this day ;, this I cleared them from, and 1t 1s as great a 
clearing as can be. 

The ſecond Error, was of thoſe who hold Particular Churches 
( thoſe you call Pariſh-Churches ). to. be no true Churches of Ehriſt, 
and their Miniſters to be no true Miniſters, and upon that ground for-. 
b:ar all Church-Communton with them in Hearing, or in any* other 
Ordinance... And as I acquitted theſe from that other Error, ſo 1 


acquitted 
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acquitted my ſelf from this, and my Brethren in the Miniſtry. I 


would not now have touched upon it again, but, as I ſaid, to clear, 
notmy ſelf ſo much, as ſome miitakes about it. | 

_ Thefirlt 1s this, It was. underſtood as if 1 ſaid, that all Pariſh- 
Churches and Miniſters generally, were Churches and Miniſters of 
Chriſt, ſuch as with whom Communion might be held. I ſaid not ſo, 
I was wary4n my Expreſſions ; I will only ſay this unto you about it, 
There is no Man that deſireth Reformation 1n this Kingdom, ( as the 
generality of all Godly People do) but will acknowledg and ſay, that 
multitude of Pariſhes, where Ignorance and Prophaneſs overwhelm- 
eth the generality, Scandalouſneſs and Simony, the Miniſters them- 
ſelves ; that theſe are not Churches and Miniſters fit to be held Com- 
munion with. Only this, The Ordinances that have been adminiſtred 


by them, ſofar we muſt acknowledg them, that they are not to be re- 


called or repeated again. | 

But here lieth the Queſtion,my Brethren, and my Meaning. Where- 
as now in ſome of the Pariſhes in this Kingdom, there are many God- 
ly Men that do conſtantly give themſelves up to the Worſhip of God 
in publick, and meet together 1n one Place to that end, 1n a conſtant 
way, under a Godly Miniſter, whom they themſelves have choſen to 
cleave to, (tho they did not chuſe him at firſt). Theſe, notwith- 
ſtanding their mixture and want of Diſcipline, I never thought for my 
part, but that they were true Churches of Chriit, and Siſter Churches, 
and ſo ought to be acknowledged. And the contrary was the Error 
that I ſpake againſt. | | | 

Secondly, For holding Communion with them. I ſay, as Siſter- 
Churches, occaſionally as Strangers, Men might hold Communion with 
them. - And it is acknowledged by all Divines, that there 1s not that 
Obligation lying upon a Stranger, that is not a Member of a Siſter- 
Church, to find fault in that Church, or in a Member of it, as doth 
on the Church it ſelf to which one belongeth. 

I will give you my Reaſons, that moved me to ſpeak ſo much. _ It 
was not {imply to vent my own Judgment, or {imply to clear my ſelf 


from that Error :; but the Reaſons, or rather the Motives and Conſfi-- 


derations that ſtirred me in it, were theſe ; | 

Firſt,. If we ſhould not acknowledg theſe Churches, thus ſtated, to 
be true Churches of Chriſt, and their Miniſters true Miniſters, and 
their Order ſuch, and hold Communion with them too in the ſenſe 
ſpoken of, we mult acknowledg no Church in all the Reformed Chur- 
ches ; none of all the Churches in Scorland, nor in Holland, nor in Ger- 


-rany, for they are all as full of mixture as ours. And to deny that to 
| | F 2 our 
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our own Churches, which we do not to the Churches abroad, nothing 
can be more abſurd. And it will be very hard to think. that there hath 
been no Church ſince the Reformation. | 
Secondly, I know nothing tendeth more to the peaceable Reforma- 
tion amonegſlt us, than to break down this Partition Wall; for there is 
nothing provokes more than this doth, to deny ſuch Churches to be 
true Churches of Chriſt. For do: but think with your ſelves, and 1 
will give you a familiar Example: You come to a Man, whom you 
think to be a Godly Man ; you tell him, he hath theſe and theſe Sins 
in him, and they are great ones ; It 1s as much as he can bear, though 
you tell him he is a Saint, and acknowledg him fo. But if you come 
to him, and fay, beſides this, You are a Limb of the Devil, and you 
have no Grace in you ; this provokes all in a Man, when there 1s any 
_ ground in himſelf to think ſo, or in another to judg him ſo. So it is 
here, Come to Churches, and ſay, You have theſe Defe&ts among 
you, and theſe Things to be reformed ; but if you will come, and 
ſay, Your Churches and your Miniſters are Antichriſtian, and come _ 
from Babylop, there is nothing provokes more. Therefore, if there 
be a Truth in it, (as I believe there 1s) Men ſhould be 7ealous to ex- 


preſs it ; for this is the great Partitzov Wall that hindreth of twain 
inaking one. , | 

Then again, This is that which I conſider, and it 1s a great Conſi- 
deration alſo. I know that Jeſus Chriſt hath given his People Light 
in matters of this nature by degrees. Thouſands of good Souls that 
have been bred up and born in our Aſſemblies, and enjoy the Ordi- 
nances of God, and have done it comfortably, cannot ſuddenly take 
in- other Principles, you muſt wait upon Chriſt to do it. 

 Inthis Caſe, Men are not to be wrought off by Falſhoods, God hath 
. No need of them. No, rather till Men do take in Light, you ſhould 
give them all that is comfortable in the condition they are in; we ſhould 
acknowledg every good Thing in every Man, in every Church, in eve- 
ry Thing, and that is a way to work upon Men, ard to prevail with 
them ; as it is Phlem. verſ. 6. That the Communication of thy Faith may 
become effe:tual by the ackyowledgment of every good thing, which ts in you 
#n Chriſt Jeſus. It is that which buildeth men up, by acknowledgment 
of every good thing that is in them. 

Laſtly, The laſt Inconvenience is this, It doth deprive men of all 
thoſe Gifts that are found amongſt our Miniſters, and in this King- 
dom, that they cannot hold any Communion or Fellowſhip with them. 
So that I profeſs my ſelf as zealous in this Point, as in any other I 
know ; And for my part this 1 fay, and I ſay it with much integrity, 
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I never yet took up Religion by Parties, in the lump ; I have found by 
trial of: things, that there is ſome Truth on all fides. I have found 
Holineſs where you wonld little think it, -and ſo likewiſe Truth; and 
I have learned this Principle, which I hope I ſhall never lay down till 1 
am ſwallowed up of Immortality z and that is that which I ſaid be- 
fore, To acknowledg every good Thing, and hold Communion with 
it, 4n Men, in Churches, or whatſoever elſe. I learn this from Paul, 
[ learn this from Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, he fillerh all iz all; he is in the | 
Hearts of - his People, and filleth them in his Ordinances to this day ; | 
and where Jeſus Chriſt filleth, why ſhould we deny an acknowledg- 
ment, and a right hand of Fetlowſhip and Communion. 

My Brethren, this Rule that I have now mentioned, ( which I pro- 
feſs I have lived by, and ſhall do while I live) I know I ſhall never 
pleaſe Men in it. Why ? it is plain, For this is the nature and condi- 
tion of all Mankind ; if a Man difſents from others in one thing, he 
loſeth them in all the reſt ; and therefore if a Man do take what is 
good of all ſides, he is apt to loſe them all, but he pleaſeth Chriſt by 
it, and ſo will I for this particular. 


Dr. Owen, pag. 177. of Evangelical Love, ſaith, That it is pleaded 
indeed, the Subſtance of the Worſhip of God ought to be no other 
than what Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed ; yet the Manner and Mode of 
performance of what he doth command, with other Rites and Cere- 
monies, for Order and Decency, may Iawfully be inſtituted by the Ru- 

lers of the Church ; let it therefore at preſent be granted ( ſays he) 

that ſo they may be by them, who, are perſwaded of the lawfulneſs 


| of thoſe Modes, and of the things wherein they conſiſt. 

Indeed he very much condemns Communion with ſuch Apoſtatical 
Churches who are guilty of Idolatry, and require unſcriptural Terms 
of Communion : but what Churches thoſe are, remains to be proved. 
I am ſure he aſlerts, that many Errors in Doctrine, Diſqrders in Sa- 
cred Adminiſtrations, irregular walking in Converſation, with neglect 
and abuſe of Diſcipline 1n Rulers, may fall out in ſome Churches, 
and yet not evacuate their Church-State, or give ſufficient warrant 

for any Perſon to leave their Communion, and to ſeparate from them, 
Pag.76. Evang. Love. | | 
And, pag. 176. We wholly deny that the Miſtakes of Chriſti- 
afis in joining themſelves unto ſuch Churches as have no warrantable 
Inſtitution, ought to be any caufe of the diminiſhing of our Love to- 
wards them ; for they may be Perſons born of God, united to Chriſt, . 


partakers of the Spirit, and belong to the Church Catholick inde 7 560 
| | whic 
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which is the firſt principal Object of all Chriſtian Love and Charity ; 


notwithſtanding their Errors and Wandrings from the Truth in this 
Matter. 4 
And the ſaid Dr. Owen, who in his Dsſcourſe of the Work, of the Spi- 


rit in Prayer, writes againſt the making or compoſing of Forms of 


Prayer for our ſelves to be uſed privately, deſires the Reader, p. 200. 
to obſerve that he doth not argue againſt Forms of Prayer as unlawful to be 
ſed And, pag. 222. he grants, that en or Churches may agree upon ' 
a preſcribed Form by common conſent, as judging and avowing it beſt for 
their own Edification. | 
Agzgain,pag.228. Whether they are approved or diſapproved of God, 
whether they- are lawful or unlawful, we do not contider, but on] 
whether they are for Spiritual Benefit and Advantage for the good of 
our own Souls, and the Edification of others, as ſet up in competition 
with the Gift before deſcribed. So that it ſeems the DoFtor doth not 
juds ſuch Forms of Prayer unlawful which are for the good of our own 
Souls, and the Edification of others, and which are not in competition with the 
Gift before deſcribed. | | 
Ard therefore (p.231, &' 232.) fuppoſing that thoſe who make-uſe 
of, and plead for Forms of Prayer, eſpecially in Publick, do in a due 
manner prepare themſelves for it by holy meditation, with an endea- 
vour to bring their Souls into a holy frame of Fear, delight and reve- 
rence of God ; let it alſo be ſuppoſed that they have a good End and 
Deſign. in the Worthip they addreſs themſelves unto, namely, the 
Glory of God, and their own Spiritual Advantage ; the Prayers 
themſelves, tho they ſhould be in ſome things irregular, may give oc- 
calionto exerciſe thoſe Acts of Grace which they were otherwiſe pre- 
pared for :: AndI ſay yet further, that whilſt theſe Forms of Prayer 
are cloathed with the general Notions of Prayer, thats, are eſteemed * 
as ſuch in the minds of them that uſe them, are accompanied in their 
uſe with the Motives and Ends of Prayer, expreſs no Matter unlawful 
to be inſiſted on in Prayer, diretting the Souls of Men to none but 
lawful Objects of Divine Worſhip and Prayer, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit ; and whilſt Men make uſe of them with the true defign of 
Prayer, looking after due afliſtance unto Prayer, I do not judg there 
is any ſuch Evil in them, as that God will not communicate his Spirit 
to any in the uſe of them, ſo as that they ſhould have no holy Com- 
munion with him 1n and urder them. Much leſs will I ſay, that Ggd 
never therein regards their Perſons, or rejects their praying as unlaw- 
ful : For the Perſons and Duties of Men may be accepted with God, 
when they walk and act in lincerity according to their Light, tho in 


many 
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many things, and thoſe of no ſmall importance, ſundry Irregularities 
are found, both in what they do, and in the manner of doing it. Where 
Perſons walk before God in their Integrity, and praCtiſe nothin g Con- 
trary to their Light and Conviction in his Worſhip, God is merciful 
unto-them, altho they order not every thing according to the Rule. 
and Meaſure of the Word. So was .it with them who came to the: 
Pallover in the days of Hezckiah, They had not cleanſed themſelves, but 
aid eat the Paſſover otherwiſe than it was written, 2 Chron.30.18. 

And, p. 235. he grants, That ſuch Forms of Prayer have not any 
zntrinſeca! Evil in the compoſition of them ; but argues againſt the ſetting 
up and preſcribing ſuch Forms of Prayer univerſally,in oppoſition, and un- 
to the excluſion of free Prayer. | | 

And, p. 236. If they appear not contrary unto, or inconſiſtent 
with, or are not uſed 1n a way excluſive of that Work of the Holy: 
Spirit in Prayer, which we have deſcribed from the Scripture, nor are: 
reducible t9 any Divine Prohibition, I ſhall not contend. with any 
about. them. 


Much more might have been colletted, even out. of the Writings of 
the Congregational Miniſters concerning theſe weighty Matters,but this 
15 ſyffictent.. I know the Reader will be ſollicitous to know their Jude- 
ment about the Lords Supper, and kneeling thereat ; but I muſt con- 
feſs, at preſent, I cannot find they fay any thing particularly about: 
it,, only the practice of ſome of them. in receiving the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the manner of the. Charch of England, 'does evince, that all 
of them da not deny the lawfulneſs of it, but that they may fome- 
times communicate. there, tho ordinarily they do with their own par- 
ticular Churches, for better-Edification, as they judg; 

Mr. Tombs, a learned Miniſter, and'a-great Anabaptiſt, wrote a-Book. 
to prove it lawful, both to Hear and Communicate with the Church of 
England; and his praftice at Salisburywas conformable thereunto.. 


Indeed the Nonconformiſts that are called Presbyterians, both: Ancient 
and Modern,. do generally allow the. lawfulneſs of Communicating. 
with the Church'of Englana, tho at the ſame Time they held the Ce-- 
remonies to be burthenſome, and therefore would avoid them.if they 
could ; but if they could not have the Sacrament otherwiſe,. they took 
it as they couldi have 1t. 


Thus ſays Mr. Baxter in his Chriſtian DireQory, pag. $59. Firſt Edi-- 
ti91 ;, Had.I my choice, I would recelye the Lord*s Supper litting ; but. 
where: 


o 
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where 1 have not, I will uſe the Geſture which the Church uſeth. And 


- 


it is to be noted, -that the Church of England1 th the Communi- 
cants only to receive it kneeling, but not to.eat afi drink. it kzeeling, when 


they have received it. 2 
And his Reſolution of this Caſe ought tobe confidered, wiz. 

Queſt. May the Communion-T ables be turned Altar-wiſe? and railed 

in? And is it lawful to come up to the Rails to CommuMitate ? | 

Anſw. 1. — God hath given us no particular Command or Prohi. 
bition about theſe Circumſtances, but the general Rules for Unity, 
Edification, Order and Decency : Whether the Table ſhould ſtand 
this way or that way, here or there, &c. he hath not particularly de- 
termined. *_ | 

2. They that turn the Table Altar-wiſe, and rail it in, out of a 
deſign to draw Men to Popery, or in a ſcandalous way which will en- 
courage Men to, or in Popery, do lin. ET | 

3. So do they that rail in the Table, to ſignify that the Vulgar or 
Lay-Chriſtians muſt not come to it, but be kept at a diſtance; when 
Chriſt in his Perſonal Preſence admitted his Diſciples to communicate 
at the Table with himſelf. | | 

4. But where there are no ſuch Ends, bnt only to imitate the Anci- 
ents that did thus,and to ſhew reverence to the Table on the account of 
the Sacrament, by keeping away Dogs, keeping Boys from ſitting on 
it, &c. The profelled Doctrine of the Church condemneth Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, the real Corporal Preſence, &c. as ours doth. In this 
Caſe Chriſtians ſhould take theſe for ſuch as they are,indifferent things, 
and not cenſure or condemn each other for them; nor ſhoyld any in- 
force them on any that think them unlawful. wt, 

5. And to Communicate. is not only lawful in this Caſe, where we 
cannot prove that the Miniſter ſinneth, but even when we ſuſpect an 
evil Deſign in him, which we cannot prove; yea,' or when we can 
prove that his perſonal Interpretation of the Place, Name, Situation, 
and Rails, is unſound ; for we allemble there to communicate in, and 
according to the profelſed Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and the Churches 
and our own open Profeſſion, and not after every private Opinion and 
Error of the Miniſter. As I may receive from an Anabaptiſt or Sepa- 
ratiſt, notwithſtanding his Perſonal Errors ; - ſo may 1 from another 
Mans, whoſe Error deſtroyeth not his Miniſtry, nor the Ordinance, as 
long as I conſent not to it ; yea,and with the Church profeſs my dillent. 

6. Yet cateris paribus, every free Man that hath his choice, ſhould 
chuſe to Communicate, rather where there 1s moſt Purity and leaſt Er- 
ror, than with thoſe that ſwerve my From regular Exattneſfs. 

F I | 


